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“Helping you 
make informed 

business choices.”

on the cover
It fIgures

18.5
Percentage increase in 

consolidated net earnings from 
operations of Davao City-based 
oil player Phoenix Petroleum 
Philippines Inc. Phoenix netted 
P171.1 million in 2009, showing an 
increase net earnings, if compared 
with the P150.3 million in 2008.

12
Number of new cases of 

HIV-positive persons in Davao 
City found during a study of 
600 prostituted women and 
300 men having sex with other 
men, according to Dr. Teogenes 
Baluma, regional director of the 
Department of Health in Region 
11. Baluma disclosed the study 
results during rthe Kapehan sa 
Dabaw at SM City Davao media 
forum last Monday.

 7.8
Magnitude of a major 

earthquake that hit the Indonesian 
island of Sumatra Wednesday  
trigerring panic among residents 
of Aceh province. The Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs) allayed 
fears of a tsunami hitting the 
Philippines as a result of the quake.

32
Number of expansion 

projects to be undertaken in 
the Philippines by 27 BOI (Board 
of Investments)-registered 
companies. The projects were 
announced in connection with the 
BOI’s ongoing Strategic Investor 
Aftercare Program (SIAP).

36.3
Average overall audience 

share (6 a.m. to 12 midnight) in 
Mega Manila of GMA Network, 
maintaining its TV ratings lead 
in March, according to figures 
released by TV ratings supplier, 
AGB Nielsen Philippines. The 
percentage is up by 0.9 points 
over ABS-CBN’s 35.4 percent.

20
Growth rate in first quarter 

sales of Ford Group Philippines, 
which reported the sale of 1,926 
units. FGP’s strong first quarter 
was reportedly supported by 
Ford vehicles sales that increased 
14 percent from the same period 
last year and Mazda sales that 
increased by 38 percent.

77
Total number of ongoing 

projects nationwide of the 
Gotianum-led Filinvest Land Inc. 
(FLI) which expects to generate 
P8.6. billion in revenues from the 
launch of 13 new projects and 
23 additional phases across all 
its market segments. As of end-
December 2009, FLI had a land 
bank of 2,433 hectares enabling 
the firm to launch new projects 
and additional phases to meet 
future demand.

P9 billion
Amount of revenue Philippine 

government will forego if it grants 
the petition of Petron Corp. for 
ther removal of the 3-percent 
most favored nation (MFN) tariff 
on crude petroleum, a matter 
being carefully studied by the 
multi-agency Committee on Tariff 
and Related Matters (CTRM).

The Davao region’s 
(and the whole 
country’s) econo-

my seems to be getting a 
boost from professionals 
who are garbed in white. 
First to keep the economy 
afloat were nurses who 
were so in demand abroad 
they kept the dollars com-
ing. And now, the chefs 
are marching in.

“There is a rise in the 
demand for those in the 
culinary profession, not 
only in this country but 
in foreign countries as 
well,” Institute of Inter-
national Culinary and 
hospitality and entrepre-
neurship  (I-Chef) chef 
Jing enriquez said. 

enriquez said lots of 
hotels and restaurants 
are being put up and are 
giving rise to the demand 
for people who can come 
up with tasty, savory con-
coctions. Chefs, she said, 
are becoming more like 
celebrities these days, so 
the profession is able to 
attract both new gradu-
ates and those who have 
been in other professions 
before.

This may be the rea-
son for the establishment 
of various culinary in-
stitutions in Davao City. 
At present, the top three 
institutions offering culi-
nary arts in the city are 
I-Chef, the Metropolitan 
Occupational Science 
and Technology or MOST 
Institute and the Center 
for Asian Culinary Stud-
ies or CACS.

MOST Institute 
MOST Institute, 

which is located at the 
New City Commercial 
Center building on Ra-
mon Magsaysay Avenue, 
was established in 2007 
to offer nursing-crazy 
Dabawenyos an ideal al-
ternative to the course 
when it comes to getting 
foreign employment.

Compared to nursing 
which costs more and 
which takes more time 
to complete, the culi-
nary courses offered at 
the Institute are short-
term courses. The regular 
nursing course takes four 
years to complete and 
requires one to pass the 
nursing board exam as 
well as local service and 
experience before one 
can qualify for foreign 
employment. That would 
cost one at least P500 
thousand, and that does 
not even include the re-
view and board exam fee.

Chef Alex Bumanlag 
of MOST Institute said 
they offer the cheapest 
culinary course in town 
at only P35 thousand 
for six months. You can 
thus expect to get em-
ployed by foreign res-
taurants and cruise ships 
after that short period if 
you’re lucky. The culi-
nary courses offered by 
the Institute are also ac-
credited by the Technical 
education and Skills De-
velopment Authority.

There are culinary 
students who even get 
to work with cruise ships 
during their on-the-job 
training. Most of them 
are lucky to be absorbed 
by cruise ships when they 
graduate if they really 
show potential. Dabawe-
nyo Felix Arrieta, who 
completed a four-year ho-
tel and restaurant man-
agement course in one of 
the local colleges, said he 
was hesitant about tak-
ing up the course because 
he thought most of the 
students were female. 
he now earns $2,000 a 
month as one of the as-
sistant chefs aboard a 
US-based cruise ship.

even when the MOST 
Institute was just start-
ing, it already had an 
agreement with some 
companies in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia for the OJT 
of the students. MOST 
Institute specializes in 
Asian Cuisine and halal 

davao City’s next economic miracle
by Lovely A. Carillo

Culinary industry: 

CHEFS. The chefs promote their culinary showcase 
in a recent Club 888 media forum at the Marco Polo 

Davao Hotel. [FranCES MaE GEvErra]

cooking. Aside from be-
ing a TeSDA-accredited 
school, the Institute’s ha-
lal certified program is 
recognized by the Office 
of Muslim Affairs.

ICHEF
An up and coming 

culinary school in Davao 
City, the I-Chef, located 
along De Jesus Street, 
came later in July 2009. 
It boasts of a P34-mil-
lion five-storey building, 
with facilities that are 
estimated to be worth 
more than P50 million. 
Students will be able to 
have actual experience 
in operating and manag-
ing a restaurant with the 
school’s fully operational 
restaurant supported by 
four commercial state-of-
the-art kitchens.

I-CheF students get 
their training from both 
Filipino and foreign 
chefs, so it expects to at-
tract culinary students 
from Manila and even 
overseas. The affordable 
tuition fees, estimated to 
be 40 percent lower than 
in Manila, is also expect-
ed to attract culinary stu-
dents here.

Another factor that 
makes I-Chef one of the 
premier culinary schools 
not only in Davao but 
in the whole country 
as well, is its partner-
ship with the TAFe New 
Southwales Southwest-
ern Institute in Sydney, 
Australia, which gives 

the students an opportu-
nity to earn the Austra-
lian Qualifications and 
Diploma.

Center for Asian 
Culinary Studies 
Davao

CACS, or the Center 
for Asian Culinary Stud-
ies, tops the other cu-
linary schools when it 
comes to offering regular 
short baking and cook-
ing courses. The school 
is conveniently located 
inside the holiday Gym 
& Spa Complex along F. 
Torres Street. 

“We offer several op-
tions for those interested 
in baking and cooking,” 
Agnes Acena of CACS said. 

A short-term intensive 
cooking and baking skills 
program which lasts only 
three months will cost a 
student P36 thousand. 
This is a short but inten-
sive course that includes 
basic food preparations 
and cooking methods, 
French sauces, common 
terms in international 
kitchens and baking meth-
ods for cookies, pies, cakes 
and breads.

The five-month certifi-
cate in cooking and baking 
skills program is priced 
at P63 thousand. This is 
ideal for those with tight 
schedules, but who want 
to learn the basic skills 
and techniques in cooking 
and baking.

The one-year intensive 
professional culinary arts 

program is a bit pricey at 
P297 thousand. however, 
the program already pre-
pares the student for pro-
fessional entry into the 
food service industry.

The enrolment fee al-
ready includes three sets of 
uniforms, including a chef’s 
jacket, apron, toque and 
handkerchief, chef’s kit, 
manuals and ingredients.

These top culinary 
schools have teamed up 
with The Marco Polo 
Davao, allowing the stu-
dents of each school to 
showcase seven intercon-
tinental lunch menus that 
will be served at the Polo 
Bistro starting April 13 to 
29. For only P500, you will 
be able to get a taste of 
each school’s lunch menus 
to include the appetizer, 
main entrée, and dessert.

Guest chefs from 
MOST Institute will be 
featured at the hotel 
from April 13 to 17. CACS 
chefs will take the center 
stage from April 19 to 23, 
while guest chefs from 
I-Chef will be featured 
from April 26 to 29.

The success earned 
by these culinary insti-
tutions, as well as those 
reaped by their students, 
is proof that there are 
other fishes in the sea 
which every Dabawenyo 
can catch and explore if 
he dreams of conquering 
not just the local palate 
but even those of the in-
ternational ones.
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The proliferation of cell 
phone base stations 
(CBPS), commonly 

known as cell sites, in resi-
dential areas in Davao City 
heightens public concern 
on the perceived potential 
health hazards from ex-
posure to electromagnetic 
fields (eMF), otherwise 
called “radiation”. Many 
believe that frequent and 
too much exposure to ra-
diation can cause cancer, 
heart problems, miscarriag-
es, birth defects, sterility, 
loss of memory and other 
health problems. Thus, this 
issue became the subject of 
various studies all over the 
world.

 however, the growing 
number of mobile phone us-
ers necessitates an increase 
in cell sites for wider cover-
age and better quality of sig-
nal, a simple logic purported 
by telecommunication com-
panies. But, because of the 
lack of study conducted par-
ticularly in areas of concern, 
whether or not these towers 
pose a danger to residents 
remains debatable.

It is “an endless debate,” 
said councilor Pilar C. Braga 
during the deliberation last 
April 6 on her proposed city 
ordinance that will regu-
late the construction and 
operation of antenna/base 
stations, cell site towers for 
mobile phone services and 
other similar wireless com-
munication facilities in the 
city of Davao.

Davao City councilors 

received several complaints 
from their constituents re-
siding in areas close  to cell 
sites. Although there is yet 
no solid evidence of cell sites 
being a hazard to health, the 
residents are still wary of 
the possible effects on their 
health due to their proxim-
ity. 

however, according to 
lawyer Manuel Gordon of 
the Globe Telecom Inc., who 
was a resource person during 
the deliberation, the height 
of the cell sites will not affect 
those on the ground. Gordon 
said the National Telecom-
munications Commission 
(NTC), the agency regulat-
ing their operations and en-
suring the accessibility, qual-
ity and widest coverage of 
the company’s services, had 
in fact encouraged Globe to 
install and upgrade its cell 
sites in certain areas. Gordon 
claimed that Globe has 98% 
coverage in the Philippines. 

As of December 2008, 
there were a total of 343 
cell sites in Region 11. Globe 
had 138, Smart  135 and 
Digitel 70. Among the cities 
and provinces in the region, 
Davao City has the largest 
number of cell sites, over 
167 as of this year. 

‘At least, not arbi-
trary’

Braga said there is a need 
to have an ordinance to reg-
ulate the construction and 
operation of cell sites. Tak-
en up by the committee on 
energy, transportation and 
communication, Braga said 

dads ambivalent on cell sites regulation
by Lorie Ann A. Cascaro

the economy

such an ordinance will be “a 
step in a right direction.” She 
added that because there are 
still no regulations, several 
applications to install cell 
sites are pending. 

Gordon admitted that 
there were complaints from 
residents against their ap-
plication, however, the com-
pany conducted public hear-
ings to address the issues on 
health hazard. Public hear-
ings are a requirement of 
the NTC upon application, 
he added, and that the pro-
visions in the proposed or-
dinance are being practiced 
and adhered to by telecom 
companies. 

It is understood that 
NTC ensures the quality 
of services being provided 
by the telecommunication 
companies while local gov-
ernment units are more 
concerned with the health 
of the residences. Braga 
pointed out that regula-
tions for the construction 

and operation of cell sites 
which shall be provided 
upon the approval of the 

ordinance “at least, will not 
be arbitrary.”  Whatever fu-
ture studies may conclude, 

the city council can enrich 
the particular ordinance or 
craft another, she added.
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SToCK MaRKeT PeRFoRManCe

PHIlIPPInE StoCk IndEx

US dollar = PHIlIPPInE PESo

STaT WaTCH 

MonTHLY aVeRaGe eXCHanGe RaTe
(January 2008 - January 2010)

Month 2010 2009 2008
Average 47.637 44.475
December 46.421 48.094

November 47.032 49.186

October 46.851 48.025
September 48.139 46.692

August 48.161 44.877

July 48.146 44.956
June 47.905 44.281
May 47.524 42.902
April 48.217 41.820

March 48.458 41.252

February 47.585 40.671

January 46.03 47.207 40.938

As of April 8, 2010

As of April 8, 2010

1. GNP
Growth Rate
(At Constant 1985 Prices)          
        
2. GDP
Growth Rate
(At Constant 1985 Prices)

3. Exports 1/ 

4. Imports 1/

5. Trade Balance

6. Balance of Payments 2/

7. Broad Money Liabilities

8. Interest Rate 4/

9. National Government Revenues

10. National government outstanding debt

11. Peso per uS $ 5/
                                      
12. Stocks Composite Index 6/

13. Consumer Price Index
      2000=100 

14. Headline Inflation Rate
      2000=100

15. Core Inflation Rate
      2000=100

16. Visitor Arrivals

17. underemployment Rate /7

18. unemployment Rate /7

IndICaTIoR LaTeST
2.4%

4th Qtr 2009 

3.0% 
2009

1.8%
4th Qtr 2009

0.9%
2009

uSD 3,711.7 million
Nov 2009

uSD 3,626.5 million
Nov 2009

uSD 85.2 million
Nov 2009

uSD 502 million
Sep 2009

P3,852,674 million
Nov 2009

4.1% Dec 2009

P 96,282 million
Nov 2009

P 4,231billion 
Aug 2009

P 46.03
Jan 2010

3,052.7
Dec 2009

163.9
Jan 2010

4.3
Jan 2010

3.0
Jan 2010

301,175
Dec 2008

19.4 %
Oct 2009

7.1%
Oct 2009

Call Center boom in davao City 
endangering health of agents?

uS Health Care Reform Law: Good business for Davao City

by Lovely A. Carillo

COULD this so-called sunrise industry 
lead to the deteriorating health of the 
very people that benefit from it—the 

call center agents themselves?
Paolo, a fourth year college student 

who moonlights as a call center agent in 
one of Davao City’s business process out-
sourcing centers, said his income is more 
than enough to pay for his tuition fee al-
though he has to contend with the after ef-
fects on his health of those long sleepless 
nights spent working as a call center agent.

“Kaya ko naman ang puyat pero lately 
nag break out into rashes na ang skin ko 
and I’m having allergies dahil sa puyat and 
irregular hours of sleep,” he said.

Ar Dabawenya, Sara, who is a full-time 
mother of two and working as a home-
based call center agent, said her working 
hours are all right as she calls european 
companies only up to 12 midnight. how-
ever, she said, she has noticed how irritable 
she has become as a result of her irregu-
lar working hours. She also complained of 
heart palpitations which her doctor said, 
could be the result of work pressure, after 
all an eCG she took showed that her heart 
was normal.

”everytime I start to call my clients in-
aatake ako ng palpitations---maybe, because 
I anticipate how difficult the conversation 
could get when it’s time to sell them some-
thing, or even simplyu to set an appointment 
with the them,” she said.

Call Centers: where do they stand in the 

city’s economy?
The BPO industry is a lot more than the 

popular call centers that have sprouted all 
over Davao City. however, the over 60 BPO 
companies in the city, most of them call cen-
ters, is indicative of what the city’s economic 
planners can expect from the industry. 

Call centers in the city include Cyber 
City, Concentrix, Sutherland, Call Box, 
Western Watts and Global Connect.

National economic Development Au-
thority 11 director. Maria Lourdes Lim said 
that the Davao region can enhance its com-
petitiveness in the 21st century by harness-
ing the potential of the ICT sector, particu-
larly high-end BPOs.

“It shall source its strength from the ICT 
sector, particularly the BPO, as it is the re-
gion’s sunrise industry,” Lim said. She add-
ed that BPO has substantially contributed 
to the region’s employment generation and 
economic growth.

“In 2010 it is seen to employ 9.700 more 
persons than in 2009 at 7,000,” Lim said. 
She also said the Davao region---consisting 
of Davao City, Davao del Norte, Davao del 
Sur, Davao Oriental and Compostela Val-
ley, can expect to enjoy high investors’ 
confidence in the areas of business process 
outsourcing and e-learning among others.

Davao City Information and Communi-
cation Technology Council’s Bert Barriga 
said Davao expects to contribute 1,500 jobs 
to the one million expected to be generated 
by the country’s BPO industry by 2012. 

Health Concerns
While the call center industry continu-

ously contributes to the growth and de-
velopment of the city, the very nature of 
the work itself has led to serious concerns 
about the health of the workers. 

Call center agents are stressed not 
only by difficult clients but also by their 
demanding supervisors. And for a tropi-
cal country like the Philippines, call center 
agents often have to contend with the hot 
environment outside the very cold call cen-
ters. Thus, itchy throat, cold, and coughing 
are regular health concerns, not to men-
tion hearing problems, eye strain and other 
problems arising from long computer and 
telephone use.

Most agents are also required to take 
the graveyard shift which wreaks havoc on 
their sleeping patterns and moods. Going 
home in the wee hours of the morning has 
also posed security problems for call center 
agents.

Aware of this, the Department of Labor 
and employment has issued Department 
Circular No. 1 series of 2008, a circular 
requiring call centers all over the country 
to implement an occupational health and 
safety (OSh) program which will protect 
workers from workplace hazards.

The OSh aims to prevent call center 
work-related risks and hazards that can 
lead to injuries or illnesses. It also includes 
capability building and risk management 
activities. 

hOW can the US health Care Reform 
Law mean business, as well as job 
opportunities, for Dabawenyos? 

The US President Barack Obama-
backed law lowers the cost of health 
care for American families and small 
businesses, as well as expands its cover-
age to millions of citizens. The need to 
update insurance data systems, includ-
ing other services to ensure the efficien-
cy of such law, will mean a greater need 
for human resources. And it is in this 
area where the business process out-
sourcing (BPO) industry comes in. 

The US healthcare law will open job 
opportunities to Filipino medical practi-
tioners, according to Lizabel holganza, 
chair of the committee on information 
communication technology (ICT) of the 
Davao City Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Incorporated (DCCCII). hol-
ganza said nurses who are not able to go 
abroad can work as chat nurses in contact 
centers catering to American clients. 

The Transcription Alliance of Davao, 
Inc. (TADI) realized the need to devel-
op Davao’s human resource in the more 
complex areas of health information 
management such as medical coding 
and billing, and health insurance pro-
cessing. Those who had gone through 
medical transcription trainings have the 
advantage in acquiring competency in 
medical coding and billing.

The transcription sector in Davao 
City has contributed about PhP13.5 mil-
lion to local revenues. hence, there is 
no reason not to raise the value of ser-
vice for Davao players. The transcrip-
tion service sector grew rapidly to a 
total of eight (8) service provider com-
panies in 2009 with more than 150 seat 
capacity. Transcription training provid-
ers like MTC Academy offer general, le-
gal and medical transcriptions to serve 
North American clients. 

TADI shall work with the Medical 
Transcription Industry Association 

of the Philippines Inc. (MTIAPI) and 
Technical education and Skills Devel-
opment Agency (Tesda) to develop 
competency and assessment standards 
to improve the quality of the health 
information human resource. Train-
ings for Davao transcriptionists were 
held in the city from April 5 to 10, 
which were ran by two scholars of the 
medical coding and billing program 
conducted by MTIAPI.

holganza, together with four other 
delegates to India Soft 2010, a five-
day conference of software developers, 
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU)with two Indian cities for fu-
ture joint ventures in the BPO industry.

Davao’s service sector, particularly 
contact center agents, medical tran-
scriptionists and training providers, ap-
parently is now at par with the growing 
BPO industry in the rest of the country. 
So, why should Dabawenyos not share 
its blessings with Americans? 

by Lorie Ann A. Cascaro
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Sometime in 
April  2009, ROSAN-
NA G. TIU ,  36 years 
of age, a business-
woman, had been 
diagnosed to have 
Ovarian Cyst mea-
suring about four (4) 
centimeters in diam-
eter.  The Cyst caused 
Rosanna to easily 
feel fatigue, loss of 
energy and strength 
and insomnia. In 
fact,  the doctor folds 
her that i f  i t  would 
grow two centime-
ters more, she would 
be operated the only 
solution by then. 
This had really emo-
tionally and psycho-
logically distributed 
her as she feared to 
undergo the knife. 
She relied then to 
prayer asking divine 
intervention to solve 
her woe. her prayer 
was answered when 
sometime in April 
2009, she learned 
the goodness of MX3 
Capsules through 
television and heard 
same testimonies 

of those who were 
benefited by it .  She 
then bought one (1) 
box of Mx3 Capsules 
and tried taking 2 
Mx3 Capsules a day 
for f i fteen (15) con-
secutive days. Voilal 
the Cyst just disap-
peared, as i f  i t  nev-
er existed. Not only 
that: She also re-
gained her vigor and 
strength.

Since then, she 
has been taking two 
(2) capsules of MX3 
each day. And as a 
l iving evidence of 
MX3’s wonder, she 
now sells MX3 prod-
ucts to share its 
goodness.

For the last fifteen 
(15) years, Christo-
pher G. Tiu, forty 
one (41) years old 
end a businessman 
based in Davao City, 
had been suffering 
from heMORRhOID. 
Such illness did not 
only bring him dis-
comfort but made 
his life miserable as 
well as it caused him 

much stress, insecuri-
ty, loss of energy and 
sleepless nights. he 
tried finding solution 
and remedy to said 
problem but to no 
avail .  Consequently, 
he was already re-
signed to his fate 
that he would carry 
that sickness for l i fe. 
Adding to his suffer-
ing is the fact that 
his wife was also 
discovered to have 
ovarian cysts mea-
suring about four (4) 
centimeters and if 
growth thereof is not 
stalled, an operation 
would be inevitable. 
his luck came about 
through his wife’s 
quest for cure of her 
illness. he could viv-
idly remember that in 
April 2009, his wife 
Rosanna brought 
home one (1) box 
of MX3 Capsules for 
her own consump-
tion, hoping against 
hope she would be 
spared from the op-
erating table. Out 
of curios i ty ,  Chr i s -

topher started tak-
ing one (1) capsule 
a day continuous-
ly for f i fteen (15) 
days, never expect-
ing something good 
would result by doing 
so. To his sheer sur-
prise, said heMOR-
RhOID disappeared 
and amazingly, he 
realized that he has 

regained his strength 
and vigor and could 
sleep soundly al-
ready. his stressful 
life and his being hag-
gard looking are now 
things in the past. 
Needless to say, MX3 
Capsule has been 
his key to maintain-
ing a healthy body. 
AVAILABLE AT ALL 

ROSE PHARMACY 
NATIONWIDE.

CandIdatES ForUM. Davao del Norte 1st District congressional candidate 
Anthony del Rosario stresses a point, as rival bet Emily Alvarez wait for her turn 
to answer queries from multisectoral audience during the candidates forum at 
the Bulwagan. [nobaGS]

CONTeNDING candi-
dates for the hotly-
contested congressio-

nal seat in the First District 
of Davao del Norte identi-
fied health as their number 
one priority program.

Former Vice Gover-
nor Anthony del Rosario, 
who is running under the 
Liberal Party and former 
Board Member emily alva-
rez, who is vying under the 
banner of the Nacionalista 
Party, both named health 
program as their first pri-
ority if one of them gets 
elected as representative of 
District 1. 

The two bets were 
guests during the 2nd 
round of the Candidates 
Forum 2010 allotted for 
congressional candidates.

Congressman Antonio 
Lagdameo, who is running 
unopposed for reelection 
in the 2nd District under 
the administration party 
LAKAS-CMD-KAMPI, was 
not able to join the forum 
for some important mat-
ters. 

Aside from health, 
del Rosario who is widely 
known as AGR, and Alva-
rez also both have the same 
mind on three more issues.

They both acceded to 
the retention of the prior-
ity development assistance 
fund (PDAF). They also 
presented their opposition 
to the banning of aerial 
spraying in banana plan-
tations and joined in con-
demning extrajudicial kill-

ings. 
however, the two ri-

vals gave opposing views 
regarding power shortages, 
persons with disabilities 
(PWDs) and political dy-
nasty.

Del Rosario said he will 
push for the allocation of 
some P400 million to build 
the Mindanao Cancer Cen-
ter at the Davao Regional 
hospital in Tagum City, 
especially for the benefit of 
poor cancer patients.

But, the two bets pro-
posed the building of sat-
ellite or referral hospitals 
that would particularly ca-
ter to the immediate medi-
cal needs of far-flung com-
munities.  

Alvarez defended the 
congressional PDAF as vital 
for the equitable allocation 
of government resources, 
but urged for the proper 
disbursement of the fund.

“PDAF is right but it de-
pends on how congressmen 
use it,” she said.

In the same vein, Del 
Rosario pushed for greater 
accountability and trans-
parency in spending the 
fund.

AGR, in addition, said 
aerial spraying should not 
be totally banned, as it will 
jeopardize the banana in-
dustry, which is generating 
an annual export receipt of 
over $400 million.

he asked the govern-
ment to further study the 
issue, while strictly imple-
menting guidelines and 

policies governing aerial 
spraying.

Alvarez, for her part, 
also urged authorities to 
reconsider the method as 
prohibiting its practice will 
adversely impact on the 
livelihood of more than a 
million Filipinos. 

even as she cited US 
studies that deny the pres-
ence of toxic chemicals in 
the preparations used in 
aerial spray, Alvarez pro-
posed the gradual shift of 
banana plantations into 
organic farming to avoid 
similar issues in the future. 

Both candidates called 
for the stop of extra-judicial 
killings, saying it violates 
the sanctity of life.

In order to solve power 
shortage in the province, 
del Rosario proposed the 
revival of the billion-peso 
Upper Saug River Develop-
ment Project, with a hydro-
power component. 

Alvarez said the proj-
ect is not feasible as deter-
mined by a hedcor study 
several years ago. 

She stressed the local 
government to explore po-
tential sources of alterna-
tive energy, such as wind-
mills in Talaingod, tap-
ping the private sector to 
invest in power generation 
through a build-operate-
transfer scheme.  

In this way, several 
power projects could be 
built without exhausting 
meager public funds, she 
added.

Health top priority 
of aGR, other bet

by Noel Baguio

CITING the impor-
tance of accurate cen-
sus in the allocation 

of government resources, 
Governor Rodolfo del Rosa-
rio asked every Dabaonon 
household to actively par-
ticipate in the conduct of 
the 2010 national census 
on population and housing 
(CPh) next month. 

Del Rosario issued the 
appeal after signing execu-
tive Order No. 03, Series of 
2010, creating the New Pro-
vincial Census Coordinating 
Board (PCCB). 

The governor organized 
the PCCB, as an inter-agency 
and multisectoral body that 
would assist the National 
Statistics Office (NSO) in 

carrying out the huge task of 
taking complete census cov-
erage in the province. 

Among other functions, 
the body will specifically 
help out in terms of trans-
port and communication 
facilities, security, and pub-
licity and information cam-
paign in relation to the 2010 
CPh. 

Del Rosario assured the 
all-out support and active in-
volvement of the provincial 
government in the conduct 
of the census in the province.

however, he stressed 
the support and cooperation 
of all the sectors of society, 
especially the households, 
saying this is the key factor 
in the success of the census 

taking.
The governor cited the 

significance of the once-
a-decade population and 
housing count, as it will 
commence days after Fili-
pinos cast their votes in the 
much-awaited first automat-
ed elections.

Last month, President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
signed Proclamation No. 
2028, declaring May 2010 as 
the National Census Month.

In the proclamation, 
the President directed all 
government offices, includ-
ing government-owned and 
controlled corporations and 
local government units, to 
implement and execute the 
2010 CPh. 

Del Rosario supports 2010 national census
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LateLy there has been a great increase 
in the number of venereal diseases 
among our officers and men owing to 

prolific contacts with Filipino women of 
dubious character. Due to hard times and 
stricken conditions brought about by the 
Japanese occupation of the islands, Filipi-
no women were willing to offer themselves 
for a small amount of foodstuffs. It is ad-
visable in such cases to take full protective 
measures by use of condoms, protective 
medicines, etc.; better still to hold inter-
course only with wives, virgins, or women 
of respective character.

Furthermore, in view of the increase 
in pro-american leanings, many Filipino 
women are more than willing to offer 
themselves to american soldiers, and be-
cause Filipinos have no knowledge of hy-
giene, disease carriers are rampant and 
due care must be taken.

The above italicized message in faulty 
english entitled “Guard Against Vene-
real Diseases” purportedly came from 
the “US Army” and contained in leaflets 
dropped by Japanese planes in the Phil-
ippines during World War II. The mes-
sage, which was very derogatory to Fili-
pino women, is a piece of black propa-
ganda designed to turn Filipinos against 
the United States.

Thousands of articles, messages and in-
formation similar to the above were cir-
culated by the Germans, British, French, 
Italians, Americans and most other gov-
ernments and their military establish-
ments to confuse the enemy, destroy their 
image, or undermine the morale of their 
armies. Rampant use of black propaganda 
was also true during the Cold War.

There is also a surfeit of black pro-

paganda in domestic politics, especially 
during electoral campaign seasons such 
as what we are currently having in the 
Philippines. These scurrilous materials 
are usually turned out by “dirty tricks” 
departments of political parties whose 
leaders condone these dubious activities 
in the hope that it would improve their 
chances of winning the elections.

The camps of the two strongest rivals 
for the presidency–Senators Benigno S. 
Aquino III and Manuel Villar Jr.-- accuse 
each other of engaging in black propa-
ganda. Both deny they’re doing it. What 
is undeniable is that both are hurt by 
the propaganda materials, perhaps more 
than both care to admit.

Unfortunately, the bigger number of 
stakeholders adversely affected by false 
propaganda are the voters. They’re sup-
posed to pay close attention to the cam-
paign and the issues therein to be able 
to make a wise decision on whom to vote 
for on election day. But the disinforma-
tion spread by evil politicians against 
each other contaminate the political at-
mosphere and tend to render voters un-
able to arrive at choosing the best and 
deserving candidates.

Unfortunately, political discernment 
is not taught in school. The voter is at 
the mercy of the charlatans who peddle 
lies and similar concoctions. The me-
dia establishment can pontificate on the 
need for decent campaigning but is not 
helping the situation any simply because 
many of them are guilty of dignifying 
dubious information.

Voters, like buyers, are expected to 
simply beware. Caveat emptor, caveat 
elector. See?

Caveat elector

WITh barely a 
month to go be-
fore the May 

2010 elections and more 
than a couple of months 
before the President 
leaves Malacanang, peo-
ple have started to cast 
their own individual judg-
ment on the performance 
of her administration in 
the past nine years. 

Year in and year out 
since she assumed the 
presidency in 2001, the 
government always pre-
sented facts and figures 
on her accomplishments.  
The yearly State of the 
Nation Address (SONA) 
was delivered highlight-
ing the administration’s 
achievements and with 
much hope for what the 
government could fur-
ther do to improve the 
plight of every Filipino.  

Late last year and early 
this year, the government 
ran a series of paid ad-
vertisements in national 
dailies presenting several 
macroeconomic, social 
and physical development 
indicators and comparing 
such with figures regis-
tered during the incum-
bency of past presidents 
(Aquino, Ramos , estra-
da).  Based on those fig-
ures, her administration 
– and the whole country 
- fared better than that of 
any of the three preceding 
administrations!  

In 2004, right after 
she got her new mandate 
from the people, she ad-
opted an overarching 
strategy to eradicate pov-
erty---BeAT The ODDS--
-an acronym to represent 
her 10 most significant 
commitments for the next 
six years.  Since then, 
her critics have used this 
10-point agenda to as-
sess her performance.  
Last year, professor Win-
nie Monsod presented a 
three-part assessment us-
ing the 10-point agenda 
(BeAT The ODDS) and 
gave the president a dis-
mal overall rating of 47 
out of 100.  Specifically, 
Monsod gave the presi-
dent a grade of 100 for 
the “B” or balanced bud-
get in recognition of how 
the president managed 
to put the budget deficit 
almost close to zero in 
2007.  Among the areas 
where the president did 
not do well were “T” or 
the terminating NPA/
MILF hostilities and “h” 
or healing the eDSA 
wounds where Monsod 
gave a sordid rating of 
six out of 100!.  Another 
area where the president 
failed, but many from the 
government think other-

wise, was in “e” or edu-
cation for all.

An interesting item 
is “T” which stands for 
transport and digital in-
frastructure.  The presi-
dent also got a low mark 
in this because of the 
ZTe-related scandal.  But 
then, there are other as-
pects that need to be 
considered for this item 
such as roads, bridges, 
ports and airports that 
were built. Likewise, the 
Business Process Out-
sourcing  (BPO) which 
have gained ground in 
our national economy in 
the most recent years.   

If the assessment is 
done now, probably the 
ratings would change 
significantly.  Of course, 
the “termination of NPA/
MILF hostilities” would 
remain a low rating to-
gether with the “heal-
ing of eDSA wounds”.   
Should the “A” or auto-
mated election prove a 
success, it could boost 
the rating of the presi-
dent, probably get a 
100 score.  At this time 
though, it’s a 50-50 deal.

A contentious item is 
“O” or opportunities to 
create 10 million jobs by 
2010.  The January 2010 
employment report re-
veals that there had been 
14.2 million jobs created 
so far, way above the tar-
get.   Yet, I said conten-
tious because these are 
mere numbers and they 
do not necessarily and 
unavoidably present the 
quality and the corre-
sponding tenure for some 
of these jobs created.

Using the targets for 
the BeAT The ODDS is 
one of the many ways to 
assess the performance 
of the president and her 
administration.   In this 
method, her own targets 
(or more apt, her commit-
ments) are used to gauge 
her own competence.   

With the remaining 
time left to her, would 
the president be able to 
meet her promises and 
commitments?  Maybe 
yes, maybe no!  It all de-
pends on our own indi-
vidual perspectives and 
social mindsets.  

Whether or not we re-
ally had a successful jour-
ney in the last nine years, 
daunting realities remain.  
When her term ends in 
June 2010 (hopefully!), 
everybody will start for-
getting about BeAT The 
ODDS, but many of our 
countrymen will remain 
poor  and feeling helpless.     

Feel free to send your 
comments to nic_agus-
tin@yahoo.com.

Time is ticking away 
(Part 1)

editorial
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WhAT a title for a 
column this week! 
Actually, the ti-

tle is an abridgement of a 
book I bought this week. 
The complete title is The 
Five Secrets You Must Dis-
cover Before You Die, by 
US television personality 
John Izzo.

I was browsing in the 
National Bookstore at the 
SM Mall in ecoland when 
I read that the book was 
one of the best sellers last 
week.

After I bought it, one 
of my friends saw me read-
ing it and asked, “Are you 
thinking of that?” By “that” 
my friend was referring 
to “before you die.” Was I 
thinking of dying?

Another friend re-
marked, “Probably, you are 
thinking of the secrets you 
have not discovered that 
you want to discover be-
fore you die.”

Actually, I was more 
interested in what the au-
thor, who has advanced 
degrees in religion and psy-
chology, has to say about 
what really matters in life, 
what moves people.

For the author, the five 
secrets are (1) be true to 
yourself, (2) leave no re-
grets, (3) become love, (4) 
live the moment and (5) 
give more than you take.

John Izzo discovered 
these secrets as a result of 
interviews of more than 

200 people ages 60-106 
who had found happiness 
and meaning in their life.

Those interviewed 
had found happiness and 
meaning, and, at the time 
of the interview, were look-
ing forward to more of the 
same, believing that while 
they are now enjoying, the 
best years of life are yet to 
come.

The book, the author 
explains, has a simple 
premise: “We do not have 
to wait until we are old to 
become wise. We can dis-
cover life’s secrets at any 
age, and the sooner we dis-
cover them, the more ful-

filling our life will be.”
The author also says 

that the title was chosen 
not lightly, but with seri-
ous consideration. The first 
part of the title, “The Five 
Secrets” states an impor-
tant discovery of the author 
that “all happy and wise 
people eventually discover 
and live these secrets.”

The second part, “be-
fore you die” is an impor-
tant reminder of the urgen-
cy before very long, at any 
age, “what really matters” 
and then live, pursue and 
be determined to put into 
practice what really mat-
ters in their life.

George Bernard Shaw 
has been quoted as having 
said, “Youth is a wonderful 
thing; it is a pity it is wast-
ed on the young.”

What could George 
Barnard Shaw have meant 
by that observation? Could 
it be that it often takes a 
life time to learn how to 
live, and when one has 
learned the most important 
lessons, one is often too old 
to practice what one has 
learned?

So what do the five se-
crets, (1) be true to your-
self, (2) leave no regrets, 
(3) become love, (4) live 
the moment and (5) give 
more than you take mean, 
and how does one live 
them?

Those interviewed and 
the stories that the au-
thor relates reminds me 
of Dr. evelyn Fabie who 
was described during the 
latest celebration of her  
birthday as one who had 
the body of a 75-year old 
but the curious mind of a 
5-year old.

The book presents an 
important challenge that 
we need not wait until we 
are old to discover what 
these secrets mean, know 
wisdom, learn what really 
matters and find happiness 
and meaning.

A 5-year old child can 
begin to know the five se-
crets, live them and find 
happiness and meaning!

The Lakas-Kampi-
CMD coalition’s 
strength as a politi-

cal party was already on 
the verge of disintegra-
tion when party chair and 
presidential bet Gibo Te-
odoro resigned his post 
ostensibly to concentrate 
on his (struggling) cam-
paign. Sarangani governor 
Miguel “Migs” Dominguez 
followed suit by resigning 
as party president.   

The crack appearing in 
the façade of the admin-
istration coalition began 
during the process of selec-
tion of the standard bearer 
and senatorial bets, always 
guaranteed to ruffle some 
feathers. Just when almost 
everybody thought Bayani 
Fernando had already one 
foot in the door after in-
vesting much time, money 
and effort to get a lock on 
the nomination, BF got the 
shock of his life when Te-
odoro was chosen instead.  

In the case of the co-
alition’s vice presidential 
bet, the crack widened 
even more when Ronaldo 
Puno, who had been mov-
ing around the country to 
drum up support for his 
bid,  saw his preparation 
go to naught when Gibo 
chose actor and popular 
TV host edu Manzano for 
his running mate. The dou-
ble-whammy was a sure 
sign that the coalition was 
going on a rough ride to-
wards election Daym

The turn of events sent 
shock waves through the 
aggrupation, especially 
among its candidates in the 
local polls who are in dire 
need of funding to pursue 

their own campaigns. For 
that matter, the problem 
of financing has become 
a matter of grave concern 
among most, if not all, of 
the coalition’s candidates 
if they are left to their own 
resources.

Then, there is all this 
talk about the First Gentle-
man secretly supporting 
Nacionalista presidentiable 
Sen. Manuel Villar’s bid to 
take Malacanang. The shift 
of the Osmenas of Cebu to 
Villar’s side is an ominous 
sign of such double-deal-
ing. Or, is Gibo’s anemic 
performance making him 
toy with the idea of dis-
tancing himself from the 
alleged most unpopular 
president of the country 

whose support is tanta-
mount to a “kiss of death”? 

To me, the last possi-
bility carries more weight 
than the others.

I believe Gibo is mak-
ing a drastic gamble at 
this point in the campaign 
in a final push to change 
his feeble six percentage 
points standing in surveys 
by turning his face away 
from GMA’s “kiss of death.”  
The survey results must 
have made him realize that 
his GMA connection is his 
biggest obstacle in rallying 
the people behind him? 

he may have his doubts 
about surveys because the 
administration party con-
trols most of the local gov-
ernment units and once 

this well-oiled nationwide 
machinery starts to hum 
and spew out smoke, ev-
erything will change. So, 
he thought. But it has not, 
and it’s already getting late 
in the campaign. 

Gibo could have insist-
ed being the head of the 
coalition that everybody 
toes the line, but resigned 
as chairman instead! Can 
it be that he is being sabo-
taged because the disgrun-
tled members of the coali-
tion party never did want 
him their standard-bearer 
from the start?

Whatever the reason is, 
I am sure that there is no 
more backing out for Gibo. 
If his plan A didn’t work, 
he must be in his plan B, 
and that is salvaging what-
ever he can and hope that 
this can do the trick. he 
still has a month to prove 
that he is not GMA’s guy 
anymore. 

Will it work? I don’t 
know. But this gambit is 
his best option rather than 
face certain defeat by in-
sisting to stay in a malfunc-
tioning coalition of politi-
cal parties!

But what if in the com-
ing days Gibo’s gambit 
works? Will administra-
tion party come rushing 
again to support him? They 
might, but it would be cra-
zy for Gibo to accept them.  
The coalition is already a 
goner at this point in time. 
But on the other hand, 
Gibo’s fingers are crossed.

Who knows, politics is 
full of uncertainties until 
the day of decision.

For comments, e-mail to 
roldanalex@yahoo.com 

vantage PoInTS

The Gambit 

Five secrets before you die

BizQuiPS
‘I KNOW  how my people 

have suffered because I have 
suffered too. That is how I grew 
up and because I am one of the 
fortunate ones to have escaped 
poverty, I am compelled to be a 
public servant for them.’

--Boxing champion Manny Pac-
quiao, on his running for the po-
sition of congressman in the lone 
congressional district of Sarangani.

IN less than a month from 
today, the whole coun-
try will know who won 

and who lost in the 2010 
elections. That’s taking for 
granted that the automated 
polls will be a success. Oth-
erwise…!!!

There will be a lot of 
post mortems on what went 
wrong in the campaign for 
votes of the losers even as 
the victors shall be all but 
overwhelmed with eupho-
ria. As the saying goes: No-
body loves a loser. In the 
subsequent analysis of a 
candidate’s defeat, the de-
bate on the pros and cons of 
the campaign strategy that 

backfired can be acrimoni-
ous. The bitter thought of all 
the time, money and effort 
wasted in quest of victory 
can be gut-wrenching, espe-
cially for those who expect-
ed (wrongly, as it turned 
out) to win.

So, what went wrong 
when everyone thought ev-
erything was going right?  

All election campaigns 
are waged like any war. 
Such a war will be marked 
by many battles from as ear-
ly as the time the candidates 
first made known their in-
tention of running for elec-
tive office by way of their 
body language and subse-
quently by the language that 
spews out of their mouth. 
Or, should we say, mouth-
pieces? Ah, there’s the rub. 
As in all real wars, propa-
ganda plays a large part in 
the equation, as if you didn’t 
know.

The 2010 electoral cam-
paign, especially for presi-
dent and vice president, is 
noteworthy for the amount 
of print, radio and television 
commercials that have been 

assailing our eyes and ears 
from the get-go until e-Day 
itself.  Was there ever a Phil-
ippine election with so many 
day-dreamers dreaming 
such wonderful dreams of 
becoming president---nine? 
Or, for vice president---8? 
That’s the spectacle of the 
moment in this country. No 
surprise, there. Lest we for-
get, this is the Philippines, 
further, I sayeth not. Amen.

We have a presiden-
tiable who trumpets his 
wealth, having warned 
that anyone who does 
not have the millions 
to wage a credible cam-
paign ought not to run, 

period. This billionaire, 
who claims he rose from 
rags to riches by dint of 
talent and determination, 
has the most number of 
propaganda ads on any 
given day or night. Lately, 
after surveys showed his 
declining popularity, his 
knee-jerk reaction was to 
throw more good money 
after bad with more media 
exposure. Running scared 
on cold feet can be a strain 
on the heart and blood 
pressure.Doesn’t he real-
ize that, perhaps, more and 
more people are turned off 
by his corny ads that in-
sult one’s intelligence? Oh, 
well. he will still be rich 
beyond our poor power to 
comprehend even if he los-
es this contest. 

As for all the other los-
ers, their great-grandchil-
dren will one day read in 
the history books that their 
great-grand lolo once upon 
a time ran for president (or 
vice president) of this great 
country.  Big deal. Never 
mind if they lost. Once upon 
a time.

once upon a time… 

All election campaigns are waged like any war. 
Such a war will be marked by many battles 

from as early as the time the candidates first 
made known their intention of running for 

elective office by way of their body language 
and subsequently by the language that 

spews out of their mouth. Or, should we say, 
mouthpieces? Ah, there’s the rub. As in all real 

wars, propaganda plays a large part in the 
equation, as if you didn’t know.

“

”

The book, the author explains, has a simple 
premise: We do not have to wait until we are 

old to become wise. We can discover life’s 
secrets at any age, and the sooner we discover 

them, the more fulfilling our life will be.

“

”

The turn of events sent shock waves through 
the aggrupation, especially among its 
candidates in the local polls who are in 

dire need of funding to pursue their own 
campaigns. For that matter, the problem 

of financing has become a matter of grave 
concern among most, if not all, of the 

coalition’s candidates if they are left to their 
own resources.

“

”
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“Notice that the stiff-
est tree is most easily 
cracked, while the bam-
boo or willow survives by 
bending with the wind,” 
the legendary martial art-
ist Bruce Lee once said.

No wonder, most 
Asian cultures believe that 
humanity emerged from a 
bamboo stem. In the Phil-
ippines, for instance, leg-
end tells that the first man 
and the first woman each 
emerged from split bam-
boo stems on an island 
created after the battle of 
the elemental forces (sky 
and ocean).  In Malay-
sia, a similar legend tells 
of a man who dreams of 
a beautiful woman while 
sleeping under a clump of 
bamboo; he wakes up and 
breaks the bamboo stem, 
discovering the woman 
inside.  

Bamboo is known as 
the world’s tallest grass.  
But recently, it has re-
ceived a new tag: “the 
grass of hope.” Although 
bamboo has been part 
of their art and culture, 
it was only recently that 
Chinese leaders took the 
plant seriously and is now 
building a massive bam-
boo industry.

Some years back, a 
Dabawenyo reported that 
other Asian countries, the 
United States, and France 
were making a killing out 
of bamboo.  “The tragedy 
here in the Philippines,” 
he said, “is that we have 
an abundance of bamboo 
but we don’t know much 
about.  It is so common 
that we ignore its poten-
tials.  Other countries 
have already seen not 
only the beauty but the 
potentials of bamboo.”

But today, the Depart-
ment of environment and 
Natural Resources (DeNR) 
is looking at bamboo in a 
different manner.  “Bam-
boo is now recognized as 
the material of the millen-
nium,” it said.  “The ver-
satility of bamboo proves 
to be of greater potential 
that the demand for the 
product continues to in-
crease in terms of pro-
duction and utilization. 
Aside from this, the inter-
national market demands 
more bamboo products 
that could help boost the 
flailing economy of our 
country.”

All over the globe, 
there are 91 genera and 
about 1,000 species 
of bamboo, generally 
known as kawayan in the 
Philippines.  There are 
eight commercial spe-
cies grown in the country 
and most of them can be 
found in Iloilo, Davao, 
Bukidnon and some parts 
of Luzon.

Bamboo, the most di-
verse group of plants in 
the grass family, is distin-
guished by a woody culm, 
complex branching, a gen-
erally robust rhizome sys-
tem and infrequent flow-
ering.  Long known as the 
“poor man’s timber,” it is 
often listed as a “minor” 
forest product.

“Bamboo is not a 
weed, it’s a flowering 

plant. Bamboo is a mag-
nificent plant,” comment-
ed Steve Lacy.   Thomas 
edison supposedly used a 
carbonized bamboo fila-
ment in his experiments 
in developing the light 
bulb. Alexander Graham 
Bell also used bamboo for 
his first phonograph nee-
dle.  “You can eat, wear, 
and build with bamboo,” 
said Michael Block.

The bamboo shoot 
(new bamboo culm that 
comes out of the ground) 
is food for many Asians.  
In the Philippines, they 
are made into pickles, 
fresh lumpia, or simply 
cooked with coconut and 
shrimps.  In Thailand, 
bamboo salt seasoning 
and bamboo salt soybean 
paste can be bought in the 
public markets.  The Tai-
wanese consume as much 
as 80,000 metric tons of 
bamboo shoots per year 
to make pickled bamboo 
shoots, one of their most 
popular fares.

Some of the most 
popular species of bam-
boo used for food are 
“kawayan tinik” (Bam-
busa blumeana), “bayog” 
(Dendrocalamus merril-
lianus), “bolo” (Giganto-
chloa levis), giant bamboo 
(Dendrocalamus asper), 
and “kayali” (Giganto-
chloa atter).  Just a health 
warning: shoots of some 
species contain toxins 
that need to be leached or 
boiled out before they can 
be eaten safely.

“With the increasing 
awareness on the many 
health attributes and 
recipes one can make 
out of bamboo shoots, it 
is now gaining popular-
ity within the broader 
population and in the 
global market,” reports 
Nimfa Torreta of the De-
partment of Science and 
Technology. “There is 
also a worldwide inter-
est on bamboo shoots 
because of the growing 
population of Asian eth-
nic origin around the 
world who have particu-
lar preference and taste 
for Asian food.”

Bamboo shoots have a 
huge potential for market.   
export of bamboo shoot 
from Thailand in 1994 
was pegged at US$29.50 
million.  Japan has a 
steady market of 250 tons 
per month while Austra-
lia imports 6,000- 12,000 
tons of canned bamboo 
shoots annually.

In terms of exports, 
the bamboo’s potential 
remains in the areas of 
furniture and handi-
crafts, whose global mar-
ket grows at an annual 
average of US$8-billion.  
“We’re not talking here of 
raw bamboo for export, 
but finished products 
made from bamboo. From 
roots to tip, you can make 
soap, medicines, cosmet-
ics, furniture, bricks, 
clothing, paper, floor 
tiles, wall panels, drinks, 
vegetables -- even surf 
boards from bamboo,” 
said Trade Undersecretary 
Merly Cruz. 

Why is there a sud-

rediscovering the many uses of bamboo
by Jims Vincent Capuno

den craze for bamboo 
these days?  “Bamboo is 
seen as a green product 
and a renewable resource 
in the developing world 
-- more and more buyers 
are taking a closer look at 
bamboo as raw material,” 
Cruz added. 

The exports of bam-
boo furniture in the 
Philippines rose from 
US$625,000 to US$1.2 
million in the mid-80’s 
until the mid-90’s.  Both 
bamboo furniture and 
handicrafts racked up 
US$438 million from 
1991 to 2000.   Total ex-
ports of bamboo furniture 
in 2000 were recorded at 
only US$3.2 million.

There’s more to bam-
boo than just furniture 
and food.  Its role in 
the construction field 
is equally substantial. 
hundreds of millions 
of people live in houses 
made from bamboo. In 
Bangladesh, where 73% 
of the population live in 
bamboo houses, bamboo 
provides pillars, walls, 
window frames, rafters, 
room separators, ceilings 
and roofs.  In Costa Rica, 
building with bamboo 
withstood earthquake 
which buildings with 
other materials were un-
able to.

Throughout rural 
Asia it is used for build-
ing bridges, from the so-
phisticated technology of 
suspension bridges to the 
simpler pontoon bridg-
es.  Bamboo scaffoldings 
employed on the high 
rise structures of Tokyo 
and hong Kong.   Build-
ing with bamboo in Costa 
Rica withstood earth-
quake which buildings 
with other materials were 
unable to.

Bamboo is also used 
for musical instruments 
of all three types: percus-
sion or hammer instru-
ments, wind instruments, 
and stringed instruments.  
The  Bamboo Organ of Las 
Piñas has pipes made of 
bamboo culms.   In Java, 
Indonesia, 20 different 
musical instruments have 

been fashioned of bam-
boo.

Capitalizing on this 
current trend and without 
much effort and capital 
needed, bamboo produc-
tion could be a very prom-
ising livelihood opportu-
nity for Filipinos.   Some 
experts claim there is a lot 
of future in bamboo.  Un-
fortunately, it is not as 
appreciated as yet in the 
country.

As trees are fast disap-
pearing in various parts 
of the world and with the 
concern of environment 
growing, timber are get-
ting scarce day by day. 
This is due to long period 
of time taken by even soft-
wood to attain maturity. 
So, a substitute or if that 
is not possible, an alter-
native, has to be found. 
Bamboo is the answer for 
this. 

Bamboos can be ex-
tensively grown in a wide 
range of habitats, from 
lowland to mountain 
forests in both dry and 
humid tropics, even on 
wastelands, swamps and 
dry or regularly flooded 
river banks. 

The bamboo business 
is labor-intensive, espe-
cially during the first two 
years of operation.  Stud-

ies have shown that labor 
alone accounts for rough-
ly 90 percent of the total 
production cost.  But the 
beauty of bamboo grow-
ing becomes more obvious 
after the first two critical 
growing years.

Bamboo matures in 
four to five years and grow-
ers and farmers can enjoy 
multiple harvests in the 
subsequent years.  “If the 
bamboos survive,” says a 
bamboo grower, “you are 
assured of money for the 
next 30 to 50 years.”

Another good thing: 
the price of bamboo 
does not suffer from se-
vere fluctuations unlike 
the prices of pork and 
chicken.  In fact, they are 

priced depending on the 
diameter, volume, and 
distance traveled.

“It is a pity that we 
have neglected this im-
portant crop for so long,” 
laments Roy C. Alimo-
ane, the director of the 
Davao-based Mindanao 
Baptist Rural Life Center 
(MBRLC) Foundation, Inc.

“God can be realized 
through all paths,” Ra-
makrishna once pointed 
out.  “All religions are 
true.  The important 
thing is to reach the 
roof.  You can reach it by 
stone stairs or by wood-
en stairs or by bamboo 
steps or by a rope.  You 
can also climb up by a 
bamboo pole.”

‘Recent events do not 
speak well of peaceful elec-
tion. We’ve never had elec-
tion terrorism like this. This is 
very very disturbing.’

--Davao City Mayor  Ro-
drigo R. Duterte, in asking 
for Comelec (Commission on 
elections) to palce the city un-
der its control
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entrePreneUrS

rEpUBLiC OF THE pHiLippiNES
rEGiONAL TriAL COUrT

11TH JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT-SHERIFF

DAVAO CITY

SILANGAN MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIVE (SMPC)
Mortgagee/Assignee,                                  
                       
             -versus-                                                        EJF-REM  CASE NO. 10,908-09

MARINA S. SORIANO
Married to RONNIE P. SORIANO
(Atty-in-Fact of EDGArDO S. SALpOSiAL)
                                  Mortgagor/s.

x- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -x
                              NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE
Upon extra-judicial petition for foreclosure and sale under Act 3135, as 

amended, filed by the mortgagee Silangan  Multi-purpose Cooperative (SMpC) 
against  Marina S. Soriano married to ronnie p. Soriano  with postal addresses at  
San Vicente, Buhangin, Davao City,   the mortgagor, stand indebted to the mort-
gagee for the sum of ONE HUNDrED FiFTY THOUSAND pESOS ONLY (p150,000.
OO) ,philippine Currency, exclusive of interest, penalties and charges, plus attor-
ney’s fees equivalent to 25% of the total indebtedness plus other legal expenses 
incident of foreclosure and sale;the undersigned will sell at public auction on 
April 15, 2010 at 10:00 A.M.., or soon thereafter, at the main entrance of Hall of 
Justice, Ecoland,Davao City to the highest bidder for Cash or MANAGEr’S CHECK 
and in philippine Currency, the following real property together with all the im-
provements thereon, to wit:

Transfer  Certificate/s of Title No. T-393347
        “ A parcel of land  (Lot 3257-O-1-H-3, psd-11-094910, xxx situated in 

the Barrio of Mamay, City of Davao, island of Mindanao. Xxx containing an area 
of ONE HUNDrED SQUArE METErS, more or less”                                          

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the above-
stated time and date.

in the event the public auction should not take place on the said date,it 
shall be held on May 20, 2010  without further notice.

prospective buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the 
titles herein described real property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any 
there be.

Davao City, philippines,March 10. 2010

                                                              FOr THE EX-OFFiCiO SHEriFF:
                                                               (SGD.) NICOLAS L. SUMAPIG
                                                                                   Sheriff iV
Noted by:

(SGD) ATTY. EDIPOLO P. SARABIA, JR.
Clerk of Court Vi & Ex-Officio provincial Sheriff

Copy furnished:
The Mortgagee- Silangan Multi-purpose Coop
The Mortgagor-  Marina S. Soriano
pUBLiSHEr – EDGE DAVAO
pOSTiNG – 3 conspicuous places

( March29,April 5,12)

republic of the philippines
Department of Transportation and 

Communications
LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING 

AND REGULATORY BOARD
regional Office No. Xi

Davao city

Petition for Renewal of a Certificate
of Public Convenience to operate a 
PUJ-DUAL Ordinary Regular Service.

Case No.2003-Xi-00799

LOURDES A. JOLITO  
petitioner.

x- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - x

NOTICE OF HEARING

petitioner is a grantee of a Certificate 
of public Convenience issued in this case  
authorizing the operation of a PUJ-DUAL 
ORDINARY REGULAR SERVICE on the 
route: TIBUNGCO VIA CABAGUIO ROUTE   
and for cargoes as dual service from said 
route to any point in region Xi with the use 
of  One(1) unit, which certificate expires on 
June 23, 2010. in the petition filed on March 
15, 2010, petitioner requests authority to 
extend the validity of said certificate to 
operate along the same route with the use of 
the same unit previously authorized.

NOTiCE, is hereby given that this 
petition will be heard by this Board on ApriL 
26, 2010 at 9:40   A.M. at this office at the 
above address.

At least, TEN (10) days prior to the 
above date petitioner shall publish this 
Notice once in a one (1) daily newspaper of 
general circulation in Mindanao

parties opposed to the granting of 
the petition must file their written opposition 
supported by documentary evidence on or 
before the above date furnishing a copy of 
the same to the petitioner, and may if they 
so, desire appear on said date and time.

This petition will be acted upon by 
this Board on the basis of its records and the 
documentary evidence submitted by the 
parties, unless the Board deems it necessary 
to receive additional documentary and/or 
oral evidence.

WiTNESS the Honorable TErESiTA 
DELA pEÑA - YNiGUEZ, Officer-in-Charge, 
this 15th day of March 2010  at Davao City.

(SGD) EDGAR CRISANTO R. VIOLAN
Chief Transport Development Officer

/hoc
Copy furnished:
petitioner, Lourdes A. Jolito, Belisario Village, 
Agdao,Davao City
Counsel, Fernando A. Gamad,  Matina, Davao 
City
NOTE: Affidavit of publication and 
newspaper where notice was published 
must be submitted three (3) days before the 
scheduled hearing.

as a chef in various world 
class hotels. There, he had 
a hands-on experience in 
preparing international 
dishes that tickled the pal-
ate of every gastronomic 
enthusiast in town.

The same knowledge 
worked for him well when 
he came back to the Phil-
ippines in 1985. he was 
able to gain more expe-
rience working as a chef 
in various hotels, like the 
Philippine Plaza, hotel In-
tercon, Manila hotel and 
even as executive chef in 
various hotels in Cebu.

Three years after that, 
he found himself in Davao 
working for one of the 
most prestigious hotels 
ever built in the city. his 
life story will tell you that 
he did not only fall in love 
with Davao City, but also 
with one of its daughters.  
he married a Dabawenya. 
Tuazon’s wife used to be 
employed with Marco 
Polo in the human re-
sources department, but 
she is now an instructor 
with Robert Barba IeLTS.  

 “I am impressed with 
the way the culinary in-
dustry has developed--
--wala namang mga cu-
linary institutions nung 
araw,  puro experience 
lang; ngayon iba na (there 
were no culinary institu-
tions before and we only 
relied on experience—
now it’s different),” he 
said.

he said the formal 
training available to 
those who want to be-
come chefs has revo-
lutionized the culinary 
industry.” Only a few 
people took notice of 
cooking as a profession 
before, he added, but 
now it seems that every-
body is into cooking.

Tuazon, however, 
said one can have all the 
training in the world, but 
it will be useless if one 
does not have the pas-

sion for cooking. he said 
being a chef takes a lot of 
sacrifice since it requires 
long hours of work trying 
to perfect one’s craft.

“But you have to make 
sure you still have enough 
time for your family or suf-
fer the consequences,” he 
added. The salary of a chef 
is now at par with (even 
higher than) that of other 
professions, but more than 
that, he said, the reward is 
really the fulfillment one 
gets from preparing those 
delicious dishes.

he said he knows ev-
ery dish available in the 
hotel and he can respond 
to a client’s request even if 
it requires him to prepare 
Russian, Israel or other 
types of cuisine. Tuazon’s 
enthusiasm when talking 
about his craft and the 
growing culinary industry 
is enough to give one a lift 
and is proof of how pas-
sionate this chef is when 
it comes to his profession.

This love for his voca-
tion does not, however, 
limit his dream of becom-
ing an entrepreneur some-
day. Apparently, Tuazon 
dreams of owning a man-
agement company when 
his time in the kitchen is 

up and is ready to pass the 
apron and the toque to the 
younger chefs.

Becoming an entrepre-
neur will always be at the 
back of every chef’s mind 
because of the demand for 
the profession, not only lo-
cally but also abroad.

“But for now, I am 
very content with what I 
have achieved here at The 
Marco Polo Davao and I 
will forever be grateful to 
the kindness of Mr. Carlos 
Dominguez and Mr. Fran-
cis Ledesma,” he said. 
“The trust they have put 
in me through the years 
has helped me become a 
better chef,” he added.

Tuazon said he enjoys 
what he is doing and likes 
the idea of being the king 
of Marco Polo’s kitchen. 
But one day, when his mis-
sion is done, he dreams of 
being the king of another 
world, that of the enter-
prising world where only 
the best and the luckiest 
endure. 

But before that, it is 
business as usual at ed 
Tuazon’s kingdom, right 
in the heart of The Marco 
Polo Davapl, and in the 
hearts of their domestic 
and foreign clientele.  

Chef Ed Tuazon:

Caught up in the aroma of flavors
by Lovely A. Carillo

The city’s future en-
trepreneurs need 
not necessarily have 

economics or business in 
their background, both 
in terms of education and 
career. In most cases, 
some of those eyeing a 
career as an entrepreneur 
can come from the most 
unlikely places.

Take the case of edu-
ardo P. Tuazon, executive 
chef of The Marco Polo 
Davao. Tuazon is almost 
synonymous with the in-
ternational flavored dishes 
which the classy hotel is 
known for. It should not 
come as a surprise consid-
ering that he has been with 
Marco Polo for eleven years 
since it opened its doors to 
the public in 1998.

“I’ve been working as 
a chef for almost 36 years, 
and I have no regrets,” 
Tuazon said. Give him a 
couple of minutes and he 
will be able to concoct any 
special food request, even 
from the most demanding 
clients. This will, howev-

er, be a surprise to anyone 
who knew him way back 
in the 1970s when he was 
identified with another 
world-class establish-
ment.

Chef Tuazon took up 
bachelor of science in 
mechanical engineering 
at the Mapua Institute 
of Technology in Manila 
in 1972. he invested six 
semesters in the highly-
technical course, but 
found himself taking odd 
jobs in the hospitality in-
dustry.

“I have tried every 
available work in the ho-
tel business from being 
a dishwasher, vegetable 
peeler, and cook helper--
-and enjoyed it,” he said. 
That was the start of his 
love affair with the hos-
pitality industry, but his 
love for drawing still came 
out once in a while as he 
found himself sketching 
and designing food.

It was in 1982 when 
Tuazon went to egypt, Jor-
dan and Israel and worked 

WItH otHEr CHEFS. Tuazon (7th from left) with other prominent chefs  in 
Davao City. [PrIx banzon]

i am impressed with the way the 
culinary industry has developed-

---wala namang mga culinary 
institutions nung araw,  puro 
experience lang; ngayon iba 
na (there were no culinary 

institutions before and we only 
relied on experience—now it’s 

different)

“

”
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eXCLUSIVe Territory: 
Most Franchisors will 
award new franchises 

with an exclusive Territory, 
which depends on the kind 
of business can be run with-
in a certain radius in meters 
or a floor in a mall, a whole 
city or a whole province or 
several of them as area fran-
chise or even a whole coun-
try as Master franchise.

Procurement Programs: 
Franchisor will provide a list-
ing of authorized suppliers 
for equipment’s, goods, mate-
rials and services.

Pre-opening assistance: 
Franchisor assistance in hir-
ing personnel for the Franchi-
see by giving the guidelines 
for needed staffing and train-
ing them, and set-up of the 
franchised outlet.

Opening Assistance: 
Franchisor’s management 
and staff assist new Franchi-
see upon grand opening of 
the franchised outlet to op-
erate it smoothly from day 
one onwards. Franchisors 
representative will remain in 
the Franchised Facility for a 
period of time as determined 

by Franchisor to assist Fran-
chisee in the initial operation 
phase.  

Marketing Strategies: 
Franchisor may provide 
advertising and marketing 
programs to maximize the 
advantage of the common 
trade identity of the net-
work with nationwide ad-
vertisements, radio and TV 
commercials, etc. through 
a National Advertisement 
funds, to which each and 
every single Company outlet 
and Franchised Facility have 
to pay a certain percentage 
of gross sales. Franchisee 
will be required to spend a 
certain amount for the ini-
tial month of operation, so 
called Grand Opening Mar-
keting. Those amounts are 

spent directly by the Fran-
chisee and not collected 
by Franchisor. Franchisees 
have to take their part in 
implementing the so-called 
LSM (Local Store Market-
ing) within their territory. If 
there are several Franchisee 
operating in a certain area, 
they might be required to 
operate a Co-Operative Mar-
keting Fund, wherein they 
advertise the business as a 
group (e.g. billboards).

effective Field Service: 
Operational support is need-
ed by Franchisees for occa-
sional questions and prob-
lems. Knowledgeable and 
well-trained personnel with 
positive attitudes and a will-
ingness to help Franchisees 
are provided by Franchisors. 

Franchisors shall also be 
available to Franchisee via 
phone, email, fax or text for 
urgent problems arising from 
the operation of the fran-
chised business. Important is 
also that Franchisor and his 
representative regularly visit 
the franchised outlets.

Research and Develop-
ment: Businesses face tough 
competition and new products 
are constantly to be tested and 
introduced in the market. The 
job is with the Franchisor in 
development of new products 
and service, improvements of 
equipment’s, formats, operat-
ing efficiency and trying to beat 
competitors.

Rudolf Kotik is the founder 
of RK Franchise Consultancy 
Inc, which developed more 
than 350 Filipino Companies 
into Franchise Systems, with 
address at G/F Minnesota 
Mansion, 267 ermin Garcia 
Street, Cubao, Quezon City. 
tel. 9122946, 9122973, 
Cebu tel. (032) 273.3827, 
238.3933 email: rk@rkfran-
chise.com; Websites: www.rk-
franchise.com, www.franchise.
ph

ALLOW me to share 
with you this article 
I’ve come across at 

citiseconline. Citiseconline 
is listed in the Philippine 
Stock exchange (PSe) and 
is one of the leading online 
stockbrokers in the country. 
I learned my first lessons in 
the stock market through 
their web site as I made use 
of the tools they have in aid-
ing newbie’s. Should you 
want to learn more, visit the 
website of citiseconline for 
yourself.

Many people come to in-
vest for various reasons, be 
it motivated by personal cir-
cumstances or professional 
ends, but the act of investing 
by everyone seeks to gain 
or retain financial security. 
With prices of goods, utili-
ties, transportation, housing 
and education being quite 
elevated nowadays, a de-
pendable plan to build up 
funds through worthwhile 
investments must be made. 
This is the only way you can 
find security in your and 
your family’s future.

Start by appraising 
your net worth

You should begin by tak-
ing a snapshot of your cur-
rent financial picture and 
appraising your personal 
worth. This must be done to 
ascertain how much of it can 
be adequately utilized for 
investment purposes.

To establish your worth, 
you must identify all your 
personal assets (what you 
own) less all your liabilities 
(what you owe). Once you 
are able to determine this, 
you will be able to estimate 
how much you really have 
and thereby apportion what 
you can for investment pur-
poses. If the result above 
shows more assets than li-
abilities, you can now con-
sider apportioning some of 
what is left (not all of it) 
for investment. If the result 
shows that your liabilities 
are greater than your as-
sets, then you are less likely 
a candidate for investment, 
but may rather seek greater 
effort in reducing your ob-
ligations first before look-
ing for investment options. 
Once you get your negative 

net worth back into the posi-
tive and can secure yourself 
with steady income, then 
you can get into the invest-
ment track with greater con-
fidence and security.

Next review your 
cash inflows

The second step would 
be to determine your 
monthly inflows of cash, re-
moving any expenses or ob-
ligations that arise on such 
a period. Start off by high-
lighting your monthly net 
income (after tax) from your 
job, adding all other recur-
ring sources of income then 
subtracting from it what you 
spend in terms of living al-
lowances and other constant 
obligations.

After making all your 
calculations, see what the re-
sulting balance of this equa-
tion is. If the resulting bal-
ance is negative cash flow, 
then you must first try to 
reduce your overall spend-
ing to put you back into the 
black. If you are looking to 
invest, your outflow must be 
smaller than your inflow, so 
you can adequately take to 
invest whatever comes out 
in spare.

If you have negative cash 
flow, investment decision 
may be subtly prejudiced by 
your condition as you would 
often seek to assess your in-
vestments faster than you 
should have as your need  
for more cash comes about. 
This will compromise your 
holding power into an in-
vestment and hinder or limit 
whatever you may actually 
come out to earn. Once you 
come out on top of your fi-
nancial situation and have a 
good enough cash flow, you 
can now endorse yourself 
to investment options feel-
ing secure about taking on a 
little risk.

These are just the first 
two of the five simple basic 
steps that we need to con-
sider before we will make 
the first step towards the 
right direction into trying 
investments. The next three 
steps will follow.

(for questions, comments, 
suggestions and reactions 
email @ jvvillamor@insular.
com.ph)

competitiVe edge
Are you ready to invest? 

(Part 1)

What a franchise provides (part 2)

BizQuiPS
‘This administration 

is so blind. They have 
been there for nine 
years and they did not 
anticipate a power crisis 
will come.’

-Former President Joseph 
estrada in Zamboanga City

PhOeNIX Petroleum 
Philippines, Inc. (PNX.
PS), announced to-

day that audited consoli-
dated net earnings from 
operating sources for 2009 
reached PhP178.1 million, 
about 18.5% higher than the 
PhP150.3 million earned in 
2008.  The Company further 
recorded an extraordinary 
gain of PhP573.4 million dur-
ing the year arising from its 
March 2009 acquisition of 
Bacnotan Industrial Park Cor-
poration (BIPC).  

The one-time gain reflects 
the purchase of BIPC below its 
fair market value based on an 
independent appraisal which 
is required under prevailing 
accounting rules on business 
acquisitions. On an aggregate 
basis the Company’s consoli-
dated net income for the year 
was PhP751.5 million for a 
return on equity of 49.2% (or 
18.6% sans the extraordinary 

gain).  
Core earnings per share 

for 2009 was PhP0.83 based 
on weighted average shares 
(taking into account the 
40% stock dividend declared 
in May 2009) as against 
PhP0.91 in 2008.

The Company also re-
ported consolidated revenues 
of PhP5.87 billion for 2009 
which was an increase of 
27.3% over PhP4.62 billion in 
2008.  A substantial portion 
of this growth was brought 
about by the 81% increase in 
fuel sales volume during the 
year which offset the 40% av-
erage decrease in fuel selling 
prices from 2008.  

It will be recalled that af-
ter reaching a historical peak 
in mid-2008, the internation-
al price of petroleum plunged 
to a third of its record high by 
early 2009 and for the rest of 
the year recovered to moder-
ate levels that were 40%-45% 

off the 2008 peak.  however, 
notwithstanding the lower 
price levels in 2009, the Com-
pany managed to improve its 
gross profit margin from 9.1% 
2008 to 11.8% last year.

The surge in fuel sales vol-
ume in 2009 (which followed 
growth of 42% and 61% 
in 2007 and 2008, respec-
tively) was driven primarily 
by the Company’s continu-
ously expanding retail station 
network.  After ending 2007 
with 32 stations, the Compa-
ny’s network reached 86 and 
120 stations at the close of 
2008 and 2009, respective-
ly.  Of these stations, 100 
are based in VisMin and 20 
are in Luzon with approxi-
mately 25% classified as 
company-owned and 75% 
being dealer-owned.  At the 
same time, sales to commer-
cial accounts, primarily to 
the shipping, mining, power 
and transportation sectors, 

registered vigorous growth 
during the year.

The Company expects to 
sustain its growth momen-
tum into 2010-2011 with fur-
ther investments in retail sta-
tions and depots in key trade 
areas.  Accompanying this 
growth will be the expansion 
of its markets for lubricants 
and other automotive chemi-
cals, as well as building on 
further the initial successes of 
its Phoenix Fuels Life brand 
awareness efforts.

The continuous invest-
ment in its retail and logis-
tics infrastructure, plus the 
BIPC acquisition, brought 
up the Company’s total re-
sources to PhP5.0 billion in 
2009, up over 110% from 
2008.  Total shareholder’s 
equity was PhP1.53 billion 
at the end of 2009 as against 
PhP690.8 million in 2008 on 
the back of the steady rise in 
earnings.

Phoenix Petroleum core 
earnings rise by 18.5%

The summer heat is un-
doubtedly intense. The 
best way to beat the heat 

is at Blugre Coffee, home of the 
best tasting coffee in town. 

Larcepuccino your sum-
mer with Blugre’s summer 
“coollections”.

Savor the season’s coolest 
drink of Larcepuccino Mocha 
Caramel or Larcepuccino Cho-
co Caramel all coming with a 
drizzle of caramel sauce on 
top of your regular mocha and 
choco loco drinks.

enjoy the season’s coolest 
drink alamode with Larcepuc-
cino Alamode with your choice 
of ice cream topping: vanilla, 
chocolate or strawberry all 
surrounded with tempting 
whipped cream.

And for the season’s biggest 
drink: try the Larcepuccino Duo 

Grande, double the fun, grander 
experience! The fun cup will 
now be called LDG cup. Custom-
ers who order simply say their 
choice of Larcepuccino times 
two. The drink will be served in 
an LDG cup which they can keep 
as souvenir.

For the cake of the month, 
the delectable Choco Caramel 
Cake in a cup. Try the moist 
richness of chocolate cake 
topped with caramel all served 
in a cup.

Truly, it’s a sweeter sum-
mer at Blugre. Larcepuccino 
your summer!

Visit the nearest Blugre 
coffee shop: Blugre Coffee 
Landco, Blugre Coffee Matina 
Town Square, or Blugre Coffee 
SM City Davao!

Blugre Coffee, My Coffee, 
My Blugre!

Larcepuccino your
summer at Blugre



EDGEDAVAO THE BUSINESS PAPER

11THE WEEK OF ApriL 12-18, 2010 VOL. 3 NO. 6

BizQuiPS
“How many more peo-

ple would have to die be-
fore the Comelec will re-
alize that there are very 
dangerous people in Davao 
City who think that they are 
above the law.” 

--Speaker Prospero N. Nograles 
in also asking for Comelec control in 
Davao City.

Notice is hereby given by Herminio 
A. Villano, Sr., MD, that stock certificates 
numbered 5233, 5986 and 6890, 
consisting of 1,616 shares duly issued 
by Davao Doctors Hospital, registered 
to Dr. James Lee were declared lost. 
Affidavit was executed for the purpose 
of securing a new certificates in lieu of 
the lost one.

NOTICE OF LOSS

The notion that com-
panies will soon be 
totally “paperless,” is 

no longer true. Gio Sabio, 
hP Phils. Market Develop-
ment Management for Sup-
plies, Imaging and Printing 
Group, said the “explosion 
of the digital industry” has 
actually increased printing 
demands. The more end-
users have become digital-
ly-oriented, the more con-
tents are available, espe-
cially in the internet, and 
so with the hardcopies to 
be produced.

In the data he present-
ed at the Waterfront ho-
tel, Davao City last April 8,  
there was a 10-million in-
crease in pages printed this 
year compared to 48 trillion 

pages in 2005. Printing busi-
nesses earned 134 billion 
dollars in 2010 alone. 

hewlett Packard (hP) 
Philippines has forecast an 
increase in sales of printing 
technologies from small and 
medium businesses (SMBs) 
in Davao City. SMBs ac-
counted for 60-70% of the 
company’s total sales, 25-
30% from the Visayas and 
Mindanao. hence, hP offers 
new printing solutions that 
boost cost efficiency and 
productivity of SMBs to help 
them “rise above the current 
economic situation.” 

The hP Deskjet Ink Ad-
vantage K209a is perfect for 
small and medium business-
es that always need to deliv-
er quality printed materials. 

This printer uses only two 
original hP ink cartridges, 
giving it the capability to cut 
printing costs in half versus 
other inkjets. It also allows 
printing tasks to be finished 
even if one cartridge is run-
ning low on ink, and it flaw-
lessly delivers a laser-quality 
black text with stunning 
colour graphics at all times. 
Similarly, hP Officejet 6500 
Wireless also gives the ulti-
mate cost per page savings. 
Proven to have 40% less 
cost-per-page and energy 
use than lasers, it can in-
crease productivity without 
compromising quality. 

Sabio recommends the 
use of original inks instead 
of refills. Based on a recent 
study conducted by a lead-

ing technical test organiza-
tion, customers get twice 
more prints than using re-
filled and re-manufactured 
ink cartridges. he added 
that 42.8% of refilled car-
tridges tested were found 
either dead-on-arrival or 
failed prematurely. 

Original hP inkjet print 
cartridges produced 111.9% 
more or over twice as many 
pages than the refilled car-
tridges sampled from six 
countries in Asia. hP claims 
to be truly environment-
friendly because it collects 
used original ink cartridges 
from big enterprises and 
then sends them to Singa-
pore for recycling. (For more 
details visit www.hp.com.) 
[LORIE ANN A. CASCARO]

HP Phils. forecasts increase
in sales from SMBs in davao

Davao industry clusters 
assessment on April 12
LeADeRS of the eight 

industry cluster teams 
of the Davao region 

will meet on April 12 in 
Davao City to present their 
accomplishments since 
the implementation of the 
Davao Industry Cluster Ca-
pacity enhancement Proj-
ect (DICCeP) in 2007.

The respective chairper-
sons of the teams, which 
represent the eight priority 
industries of the region – ba-
nana, mango, coconut, sea-
weed, wood, eco-tourism, 
mining, and information 
and communications tech-
nology (ICT), will report 
on the milestones, break-
throughs, and best practices 
they have experienced as 
they carry out their priority 
projects. These projects are 
part of the capacity-building 
intervention of the DICCeP, 
being funded by the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA).

Under the DICCeP, 

the industry cluster teams 
have been provided the 
opportunity to strengthen 
the industry value chains 
through the projects which 
have been implemented. 

Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) 11 
management support and 
special concerns division 
(MSSCD) chief and DIC-
CeP manager Romeo L. 
Castañaga said the conduct 
of the Davao regional in-
dustry cluster forum will 
also be a venue where the 
industry cluster teams will 
exchange views on their 
varied experiences, best 
practices, learnings, and 
business breakthroughs.

Among the initiatives 
of the cluster teams were 
the pilot project for the 
enhancement of banana 
industry cluster in the mu-
nicipality of Santo Tomas, 
Davao del Norte; mango 
production synchroniza-
tion project which intends 

to address the low and er-
ratic pricing condition of 
mangoes; building capa-
bilities of the Davao region 
coconut industry cluster 
which aims to establish 
cluster-managed pilot  co-
conut farms which will 
demonstrate improvement  
of production and  produc-
tivity,  strengthening  and 
capacitating  the cluster,  
improvement of markets, 
and reduction of  produc-
tion costs; establishment 
of seaweeds model coop 
farms in the Island Gar-
den City of Samal, Davao 
del Norte, Digos, Davao 
del Sur; establishment of 
mnalapapaya (Polyscias 
Nodosa, family Araliaceae) 
nursery and plantation de-
velopment in Sto. Tomas, 
Davao del Norte; web and 
text marketing and your-
ism databank project; and 
advocacy on responsible 
mining (ARM).  [DTI11/
jMM]

competitive edge

not only as co-workers 
but also as teammates. 
Different outdoor and 
parlor games were held 
to boost camaraderie 
and promote the healthy 
living campaigns.  
everyone had a grand 
time eating, swim-
ming, catching up 
with each other’s lives 
and simply relaxing.  
hGS Cebu also held a 
simultaneous outing 
for its staff and mem-
bers at the Moal-Boal.   
holiday Gym and Spa 
is located along Torres 
Street, Davao City with 
telephone numbers 222-
3041 or visit their web-
site: www.holidaygyman-
dspa.com. You may also 
check out the latest top 
of the line gym equipment 
at www.campaigning-
forhealthyliving.com.

Holiday Gym jump starts 
summer in one cool party
hOLIDAY Gym and 

Spa, Davao City 
‘s premier healthy 

and wellness center, 
kicked off summer fun 

with a cool party at the 
Vista Grande last April 1.  
The outing was a time for 
the staff to bond and im-
prove their relationships 

eIGhT years spent ad-
vocating for a smoke-
free environment has 

not been for nothing. Since 
the landmark anti-smoking 
ordinance was passed by 
the Davao City Council, 
Dabawenyos’ awareness of 
health problems brought 
about by smoking has 
heightened with the passing 
of time. 

In fact, among the 168 
countries that are signato-
ries to the Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC), the Philippines, 
represented by Davao City, 
bagged the Global Smoke-
free partnership award last 
February 22 in Singapore. 
The award, in the form of a 
crystal ball, gave recognition 
to Davao as the only city in 
the world that through its 
local government unit has 
most arduously supported 
the global anti-smoking 
campaign. This was bared 
by Dr. Domilyn Villarreiz, 
co-chair of the city’s Anti-
Smoking Task Force, dur-
ing the Kapehan sa Dabaw 
at SM Davao last April 5. 
Similar campaigns in other 
signatory countries are be-
ing led by non-government 
organizations.

The United Nations has 
identified certain concrete 
actions to step up the anti-
smoking campaign. Like for 
example, aside from the 
government warning that 
smoking is hazardous to 
one’s health,  the packag-
ing of cigarettes should also 
contain pictures that graphi-
cally depict the ill-effects 
of   smoking on human or-
gans. Villarreiz elaborated 
that a child, who may be 
asked by a relative to go and 
light a cigarette for the lat-
ter, would see the image on 
the cigarette package and 
become aware of the harm 
to one’s health caused by 
smoking. 

Another action which 
has already been practiced 
in the country is to ban ad-
vertisements of  tobacco 
products, whether on bill-
boards, publications, radio, 
television and other pro-
motional gimmickry. That 
leaves only the items them-
selves as displayed on store 
shelves. Increasing the to-
bacco tax up to 65% of the 
net retail price is another 
challenge that has yet to be 
taken by the Philippine gov-
ernment. 

Villarreiz said that in 
January and February of 
2010 alone, 179 individu-
als in Davao City were ar-
rested for violating the 
anti-smoking ordinance, a 
good sign that the govern-

ment is fully committed 
to the enforcement of the 
law---even in government 
offices, as covered by a 
civil service memorandum 
which requires all govern-
ment offices, local or na-
tional, to be smoke-free. 

Moreover, all pub-
lic utility vehicles (PUVs) 
registered with the Land 
Transportation Franchising 
Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 
must have “no smoking” 
signs or stickers visible to 
passengers. PUV operators 
who fail to comply with the 
policy will be fined P500. 
The same requirement is ap-
plied to vehicles that are not 
under the LTFRB, like mo-
torized tricycles.  Terminals 
must also have visible “no-
smoking” signs. 

Commercial establish-
ments like coffee shops and 
restaurants are prohibited 
from putting up smoking ar-
eas. Villarreiz said only sev-
en establishments in the city 
have government-approved  
smoking areas. She added 
that the task force aims to 
push for enactment of an-
other ordinance that guar-
antees a 100% smoke-free 
environment---which means 
there will be no more smok-
ing areas in public places. As 
clarified by Villarreiz, “pub-
lic places” may include those 
that are privately owned but 
accommodate or serve the 
public. 

The anti-smoking ordi-
nance, along with its sanc-
tions, is not what makes the 
law so potent in this cam-
paign. What made a thousand 
smokers quit their vice in the 
past eight years was not re-
ally the fear of punishment 
itself, but the knowledge and 
motivation they gained from 
various forms of educating 
them about the hazards of 
smoking. Aside from large 
tarpaulins portraying images  
of smokers’ scarred lungs, 
or that of an innocent child 
becoming a second-hand 
smoker along with with strik-
ing slogans posted at strategic 
areas of the city, the harmful 
health effects of smoking are 
also substantively explained 
using the dialect through 
leaflets and other reading 
materials. 

Sixty percent (60%) of 
those who suffer from tuber-
culosis are smokers; many 
of them still  in their youth. 
This fact suggests that smok-
ing appeals to the youth as 
well. Villarreiz pointed out 
that despite the emergence 
of “replacement smokers”---
young smokers who replace 
those who already quit---the 
increase in number of quit-
ters is still significant.   

Davao’s war against 
smoking heightened

by Lorie Ann A. Cascaro

TO SeCURe its position 
in the highly competi-
tive ice cream industry, 

Nestlé Philippines Inc. (NPI) 
has last week inaugurated its 
new P700-million ice cream 
and chilled dairy factory in Pu-
lilan, Bulacan. The new facil-
ity is expected to considerably 
improve the firm’s production 
efficiency and competitiveness 
in this product segment.

The new plant is manned 
by about 200 employees and 
is currently running on full 
capacity.

Nestlé did not divulge 
the capacity of the plant, al-
though a company official 
said it will boost the efficien-
cy and competitiveness of the 
firm’s ice cream and chilled 
dairy business.

Nestlé invested P700 mil-
lion for the new plant, includ-
ing allocations for state-of-the 
art production equipment 
and processes.  It is situated 
in a 4.5-hectare property in 
Pulilan and was completed in 
record 14 months.

The new facility replaces 
the old plant on Aurora Blvd. 
in Cubao, Quezon City. Nestle 
decision to move out of the 
old was also due to the ex-
piring lease contract for the 
property.

In a statement, Dizon 
said the speedy completion 
of the factory was an orga-
nizational feat, considering 
that while construction was 
ongoing, production at the 
old Aurora factory contin-
ued, inventories of stocks 
had to be built up, and 220 
personnel were transferred 
to the new site.

Van Beek said the compa-
ny did not encounter bureau-
cratic problems with the local 
government of Pulilan that 
allowed the quick completion 
and startup of the factory. 
Miller said the company’s 
investments in Pulilan and 
elsewhere in the country are 
made with a long-term view. 
he said Nestle is committed 
to continuous innovation and 
renovation of its products, 
“make them affordable and 
available wherever, whenev-
er and however, and by com-
municating their nutritional 
benefits.” 

Nestlé commits 
to long-term 
investments
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‘While the Supreme Court 

ruling said the President 
can appoint the next chief 
justice, it did not say she 
should.’

-Former Senate president Frank-
lin Drilon

LIBeRAL Party standard 
bearer Noynoy Aquino 
is poised for a break-

away in the presidential 
race as he further increased 
his lead over NP bet Manny 
Villar by 12 percent in the 
latest Pulse Asia survey.

With only a month to go 
before election Day, Aquino 
enjoys a slight to significant 
lead over the billionaire-
politician in all areas and so-
cio-economic classes, Pulse 
Asia said in a statement last 
Tuesday. The survey was 
conducted nationwide from 
March 21 to 28 with a sam-

ple of 3,000 respondents 
and a margin of error of +/- 
2 percent.

The front running LP 
bet scored 37 percent while 
support for Villar declined 
to 25 percent, a four percent 
decline from the 29 percent 
he got in the January survey 
of Pulse Asia. In third place 
was former President Joseph 
estrada, who was steady at 
18 percent.

The survey showed 
Aquino widening his lead 
over Villar in the National 
Capital Region (42-17); in 
Luzon (33-26); and the Vi-

sayas (41-30); even as his 
support increased further in 
the ABC and D classes. he 
continued to maintain his 
lead in Mindanao (37-23); 
and the e class (34-28).

The continued erosion of 
support for Villar has virtu-
ally negated the billions he 
spent in radio and television 
ads since the last quarter 
last year which boosted his 
ratings. his current ratings 
are almost back to where 
he was in the December sur-
vey of Pulse Asia where he 
scored 23 percent as against 
Aquino’s 45 percent.

The Pulse Asia survey 
follows that of the SWS poll 
where Aquino scored a simi-
lar 37 percent as against Vil-
lar’s 28 percent. estrada was 
also third with 19 percent.

In both polls, Lakas-
Kampi bet Gilberto Teodoro 
posted single-digit ratings 
-- 7 percent (Pulse Asia) and 
6 percent (SWS). he was fol-
lowed by Richard Gordon, 2 
percent (Pulse Asia) and 3 
percent (SWS); eddie Villan-
ueva, 2 percent (Pulse Asia) 
and 2 (SWS); with the rest of 
the candidates getting below 
1 percent in both surveys. 

aquino ups lead over Villar 
in latest Pulse asia survey

LP bet poised for breakaway from rivals

SeNATe President Juan 
Ponce enrile has  urged 
voters to repudiate can-

didates who exploit the loop-
holes in the party-list system 
just to gain access to Con-
gress. 

Speaking over radio in 
Laguna, enrile said the peo-
ple should be wary of these 
candidates who represent 
sectors that are not even con-
sidered marginalized. 

“Masyadong obvious na 
at ginagawa na paraan (ang 
party-list system) upang 
makapasok sa Kongreso. hin-
di sa ilalim ng pagiging kan-
didato sa distrito, kundi ‘yung 
back door entry sa Kongreso,” 
said enrile, a reelectionist 
under Pwersa ng Masang Pili-
pino (PMP). 

The veteran legislator 
said the party-list law should 

be amended to reflect the 
intent of the Constitution to 
give the underrepresented 
and marginalized sectors a 
voice in Congress. “Kung may 
pagkakataon ay kailangan na 
sigurong rebisahin ang batas 
at sabihin na kung sino ang 
karapat-dapat na magkaroon 
ng party list,” enrile pointed 
out. 

In a list issued by the 
Commission on elections, the 
nominees for 45 out of 187 
accredited party-list organiza-
tions included former Cabinet 
members, military officials 
and outgoing Rep. Mikey Ar-
royo, the first nominee of a 
group claiming to represent 
security guards. 

Fifty-seven seats are al-
lotted for party-list represen-
tatives in the 287-member 
house of Representatives. 

Enrile hits exploiters
of party-list system

Binay scores Palace 
on e-Vat exemption 
UNITeD Opposition 

(UNO) vice presi-
dential candidate 

Jejomar C. Binay today 
slammed Malacanang for 
dragging its feet on the 
new Senior Citizens’ Ben-
efits Law exempting the 
elderly from the expanded 
Value Added Tax (eVAT), 
saying it took the Palace 
almost two months to pub-
lish the law.

And Binay sees more 
delays ahead because of 
provisions that require “a 
virtual convention of sev-
eral government agencies 
and non-governmental or-
ganizations” to draft the 
Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR) and the 
persistent opposition of the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR) to the measure.

Although Republic Act 
9994 was signed by Mrs. Ar-
royo last Feb. 15, it was only 
on April 7, that its full text 
saw print in national news-
papers, Binay said.

“It took the Palace 50 
days to deliver a document 
to newspaper offices which 
are less than five kilometers 
from it. even a senior citizen 
on crutches could do it in 

one day, “ Binay said.  
“That the document 

travelled at a speed of one 
kilometer per 10 days is 
proof of Malacanang’s con-
tinuing official disdain for 
the bill,” Binay said, recall-
ing that it took public opin-
ion and the threat of daily 
protests from irate senior 
citizens to budge Mrs. Ar-
royo from her original posi-
tion to veto the law.

There is the question 
of funding for the P500 
monthly stipend for indi-
gent seniors. There is no 
appropriation for that in 
the 2010 national budget.  
It doesn’t say in RA 9994 
how the fund augmenta-
tion or transfers will be 
made. If you read the law 
it doesn’t state there that 
augmentation of the DSWD 
budget, to accommodate 
the funding need, will be 
automatic, “ he said.

Binay was referring to a 
provision in the expanded 
senior citizens’ benefits law  
that indigent seniors will 
receive a stipend of P500 a 
month, to be administered 
by the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Develop-
ment.

The TUCP Party-List, 
the largest worker’s 
party in the Philip-

pines recently declared 
Anthony B. Sasin as its sec-
ond nominee for the party’s 
2010 congressional bid. 
Sasin is TUCP’s long-time 
member and consultant 
on labor and Mindanao af-
fairs. Part of his services 
to TUCP is forging a bet-
ter relationship between 
labor and management by 
focusing in productivity 
improvement with gain-
sharing for workers. 

“As a long-time party 
member and labor consul-
tant of TUCP, I have de-
veloped and implemented 
programs and projects 
which paved the way for 
building better labor-man-
agement relations particu-
larly in Mindanao,” Sasin 
said.  

The party-list nominee 
stressed that his main goal 
in his work as labor consul-
tant of TUCP is to create 
more efficient and more 
productive workers who 
are the real assets of the 
country.

“We have a very tal-
ented labor force in the 
country. Our OFWs are 
highly respected in their 
respective fields around 
the globe. I am proud of 
our workers,” he declared.

TUCP said it nominated 
Sasin “because he has deep 
knowledge and exposure 
in the banana industry and 
has forged stronger ties 
with labor and farmers co-
operatives.”

“In my long work for 
TUCP, I strived to come-
up with strategies and ap-
proaches on how we can 
have more harmonious 
and more creative manage-
ment-labor relations in the 
country where both sides 
understand each other’s 
position and work on the 
basis of give-and-take com-
promise,” explained Sasin.

Sasin’s job for TUCP 
also revolved around work-
ers’ training for global 
competitiveness.

“I have created pro-
grams for human resource 
development as one of our 
advocacies. We wanted to 
see empowered work force 
who can contribute more 
to our economy and society 
and at the same time share 
in the fruits of economic 
growth,” Sasin said.

The party-list nomi-
nee also expounded some 
of the issues he person-
ally advocates which are 
still in line with the TUCP 
agenda, most particularly 
the development of Mind-
anao.

“As TUCP consultant on 
Mindanao affairs, I urged 
the Philippine Government 
to help fast-track the deep-
ening of regional integra-
tion of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASeAN), Japan and China 
in the wake of global eco-
nomic recovery. We must 
seize the opportunities that 
present themselves to us 
now. The world is recover-
ing from financial slump 
and we must capitalize on 

the strengths that we have 
in the region,” he said.

“As I see it, we really 
have to further solidy our 
ties through the ASeAN 
with our giant neighbors – 
Japan and China. Present-
ly, Japan is the world’s sec-
ond largest economy and 
China poses to dislodge 
Japan. Whichever, ASeAN 
will have the second and 
third largest trading part-
ners with vast markets. It 
will mean more businesses 
and more jobs for Filipi-
nos,” Sasin added. 

“I also pushed the gov-
ernment to give more as-
sistance to the country’s 
banana industry which 
supports the livelihood of 
more than 200,000 work-
ers and their families. We 
must give more priority to 
an industry which gives 
the country hundreds of 
million of dollars in ex-
port revenues per year and 
sustained the economic 
growth of Mindanao for 
more than three decades,” 
he said.

“The contributions of 
the banana industry to na-
tional and regional devel-
opment are clear to see. 
That is why we have to fur-
ther support the growth of 
this sector,” Sasin stressed. 

“I also asked the gov-
ernment about the status 
of implementation of the 
Brunei Darussalam-Indo-
nesia-Malaysia-the Philip-
pines east ASeAN Growth 
Area (BIMP-eAGA) which 
was formally launched in 
1994. The BIMP-eAGA was 
an economic cooperation 
scheme envisioned to ac-
celerate economic develop-
ment in the region.”   

“As a concerned citizen 
of Mindanao, I am deeply 
interested to know what 
we have accomplished 
in this particular area. 
Through BIMP-eAGA, we 
expected that foreign di-
rect investments will pour 
into the country especially 
in Mindanao that will cre-
ate businesses and employ-
ment opportunities. We 
are saddened by the pres-
ent situation of our nation. 
This is why we are support-
ing initiatives that will lead 
us to economic security 
favoring alternative routes 
such as more intensified 
regional economic integra-
tion with our fellow South-
east Asians,” Sasin added.

The TUCP Party-List is 
absolutely confident that 
Sasin will be able to repre-
sent labor interests in Con-
gress in a more novel and 
dynamic manner.

TuCP Party-List declares 
Davaoeño as its nominee

SaSIn HUGE CroWd. Liberal Party presidential candidate Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino 
III addresses the crowd during the Davao City campaign sortie of the party where 
a record 60,000 Dabawenyos attended. The gathering is reminiscent of the time 
former Pres. Cory Aquino held her campaign rally here in 1986. With Aquino are 
his vice presidential candidate Mar Roxas and members of the party’s senatorial 
lineup. The rally was also an endorsement cum proclamation of the national 
candidates by Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. [JoSEPH laWrEnCE P. GarCIa]  
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‘When technical and sci-
entific questions are an-
swered by politics, it is al-
ways wrong.’

--Senatorial candidate 
Ferdinand “Bongbong” R. 
Marcos Jr. in Dipolog City.

BizQuiPS

The world-famous 
Boracay is not-
ed for its white 

sand. Siargao in Surigao 
del Norte is noted for 
its challenging.  Now, if 
you put wind, sand and 
waves together in one 
place, where would that 
be?

The answer to that 
question is most likely 
Dahican Beach in the 
City of Mati, Davao Ori-
ental.  Its seven-kilome-
ter stretch of white sand 
beach faces the Pacific 
Ocean.  Although its 
waves and currents can 
be scary and treacher-
ous during the monsoon 
months, the beach is a 
perfect spot for skim-
boarding.  

“You don’t have to 
go to Boracay to experi-
ence white sand,” says 
Michael N. Rabat, the 
brother of the city may-
or, who toured us around 
the place the first time 

we visited Mati.  “The 
area is secluded, peace-
ful, and far from the 
madding crowd.” 

Dahican Beach is 
about 15 minutes from 
the heart of the city.  You 
have to pass over rough 
roads before reaching the 
beach.  The good thing is 
that there is no entrance 
fee and it is open to any-
one – whether locals or 
foreigners. 

A recent American 
visitor, who had also 
been to Boracay, hailed: 
“I have not seen such 
a wonderful beach, 
not even in Boracay. 
The Dahican Beach is a 
South Sea dream come 
true.”

“I believe that with 
the right and responsible 
development, the coast-
line (of Dahican) can be 
converted into a world 
class tourist destina-
tion,” one recent visitor 
wrote in his blog.  We 

definitely agree to that.
Dahican Beach was 

the venue of the first 
Mindanao Open Skim-
boarding Competition 
recently. Some 50 young 
and adult skimboard-
ers participated in the 
event.  Some of them 
were wondering wheth-
er Dahican Beach is the 
skimboarding capital of 
Mindanao.  

“There are several 
reasons why it should be 
called such,” says Rich-
ard L. Villacorte, the city 
administrator.  “For one, 
our sand here is white 
unlike others which are 
dark or black.  For an-
other, the water is pris-
tine and crystal blue.  
But most important, the 
waves are what skim-
boarders are looking for 
– not so high and not too 
low but something in-
between.”

Marlon S. Binarao, a 
26-year-old skimboard-

er from General Santos 
City, agrees.  “The waves 
here are great compared 
to what we have in Sa-
rangani where we prac-
tice skimboarding,” he 
said.  

Ted V. Villanueva 
even suggested further 
calling Dahican as the 
new skimboarding capi-
tal of the Philippines.  
“Unlike those in Tanau-
an, where the waves are 
only three to five feet 
high, the waves in Da-
hican are great – from 
six to eight feet,” en-
thused the 23-year-old 
skimboarder from Zam-
bales.

Tourism officer 
Dashiel Indelible, Jr. 
Thought such accolade 
is music to his ear.  After 
all, Mati Mayor Michelle 
N. Rabat is very sup-
portive of skimboarding.  
“She believes skimboard-
ing will not only help 
develop skills in water 
sports of our local youth 
but will also boost the 
city’s tourism industry,” 
he pointed out.

Actually, the recent 
skimboarding tourna-
ment was the sixth.  Mati 
had hosted previous com-
petitions, but the partici-
pants were mainly locals, 
according to Villacorte.  
The recent contest was 
open supposedly only to 
those coming from Min-
danao, but there were 
contenders from Leyte 
and Zambales.  

“Actually, competi-
tion was in only two cat-
egories: beginners and 
experts,” said Pedro G. 
Plaza, who co-organized 
the event together with 
the mayor.  Winning 
the beginner’s category 
was Mati’s Jhasper Jeb 
Consigna.  The first and 
second runner-up honors 

dahican Beach, Mindanao’s
great  skimboarding capital 

by Jims Vincent Capuno

went to Crisanto Cuizon 
and Joel Prones, in that 
order. The two came 
from Tandag, Surigao 
del Sur.

In the expert catego-
ry, Mati’s Sonny “Boy” 
Aporbo was declared 
champion while Tandag’s 
Aldon Pamogas was first 
runner-up, with Mati’s 
Rodel Patawi settling for 
third place. 

Also known as skim-
ming or skiffle board-
ing, skimboarding is a 
boardsport in which a 
skimboard is used to 
ride on an incoming 
wave.   A sleeker version 
of a surfboard, a typi-
cal skimboard is made 
of smoothed marine ply-
wood and fiberglass. The 
average weight is six ki-
lograms since it does not 
require much buoyancy. 

“Unlike surfing,” 
Wikipedia explains, 
“skimboarding begins 
on the beach, with skim-
boarders running and 
dropping their board 
onto the thin wash of 
previous waves. They 
use their momentum to 
‘skim’ out to breaking 
waves, which they then 
catch back into shore, in 
a manner similar to surf-
ing.” 

Another aspect of 
skimboarding is the so-
called “flatland” which 
involves performing 
tricks derived from skate-
boarding on the wash of 
waves without catching 
shorebreaks.

Today, this extreme 
water sport is already 
popular in the United 
States, Canada, Austra-
lia, Spain, China, Malay-
sia, Japan, and Singa-
pore.  In the Philippines, 
skimboarding was first 
introduced in Tanauan, 
Leyte, which has earned 
the title of Skimboard-

ing Capital of the Philip-
pines. 

There is an interest-
ing story on how skim-
boarding came to the 
Philippines.  American 
tourist Tim Garret visited 
Tanauan to court a beau-
tiful lady.  During his 
free time, he went skim-
boarding at the beach.  
What he did caught the 
attention of the locals.  
In no time, almost every 
beach aficionados want-
ed to try the unique wa-
tersport.

Although skimboard-
ing is an increasingly 
popular activity along 
beaches, there are many 
types of dangers that 
skimboarders can face 
on a daily basis.  Wiki-
pedia informs: “It is not 
uncommon to see frac-
tures or dislocations of 
the lower limbs, some re-
quiring serious medical 
attention. Lacerations, 
twisted ankles and bruis-
es are also common due 
to impact with the board 
itself, or rocks, logs and 
other obstacles present 
off beaches.”

Many injuries that 
skimboarders suffer hap-
pen over a long period 
of time. Such injuries 
include fractures, leg 
pains, and shin splints, 
among others. Some of 
these injuries can be pre-
vented by stretching be-
fore and after a session. 

For further details 
about Dahican and other 
places of interest in Mati, 
visit the City Tourism Of-
fice, or call the office 
at this number: (087) 
3883-234.  The email ad-
dress is matitourismof-
fice@yahoo.com.  Also 
try to visit this website 
on Mati’s skimboarding 
activities: http://www.
amihanteam.com.
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NOKIA will offer free 
music with its mobile 
phones in China, as 

it looks to emerging mar-
kets to boost the download 
service that is struggling to 
compete with Apple Inc’s 
popular iTunes.

The world’s top cell-
phone maker will offer free 
music downloads from ma-
jor labels and a number of 
independents at the Chinese 
launch for its Comes with 
Music service, which is tai-
lored for downloads to cell-
phones and PCs.

Nokia is hoping the 
downloads will lift sales 
of its phones in China and 
support phone prices. But it 
likely has to pay something 
to the labels to distribute 
music, raising its risks.

With more than 700 mil-
lion subscribers, China is the 
world’s biggest mobile mar-
ket by users. But rampant pi-
racy in the country has kept 
most major music labels and 
movie makers from realizing 
significant revenue there de-
spite its huge potential.

“Music is free in China 
-- Nokia’s offer is like legal-
izing cannabis in holland,” 
said John Strand, chief ex-
ecutive of Strand Consult.

Shares in Nokia were 
down 2 percent at 11.47 eu-
ros at 0942 GMT, underper-
forming a 1.4 percent drop 
in technology stocks.

“This move echoes the 
decision to make navigation 
free and signals Nokia’s new 
strategy of giving services 
away rather than seeking 
explicit revenues,” said Mar-
tin Garner, an analyst at 
CCS Insight.

“Success will depend on 
indirect revenue such as ad-
vertising and cross-selling, 
otherwise margins will suf-
fer,” he said.

Nokia unveiled the ser-
vice in late 2008 in Britain 
-- seen as a test market for 
new mobile services in eu-

rope -- but it has lacked 
operator support and has 
gained little traction in de-
veloped markets since then.

Reasons behind the 
lackluster performance in-
clude use of older support-
ing handsets for the product 
at its launch, software that 
some considered user un-
friendly and a difficult to un-
derstand product offering.

earlier this year Niklas 
Savander, the head of Nokia 
services, told Reuters the of-
fering would focus increas-
ingly on the emerging mar-
kets.

“The forthcoming launch 
of the service in India will 
add significant scale and dif-
ferentiation in another criti-
cal market,” Nokia said.

Labels signed on to the 
deal include Vivendi’s Uni-
versal Music, eMI, Warner 
Music Group and the music 
arm of Sony.

The new service will ini-
tially be offered over eight 
Nokia models, with entry 
prices starting from 140 eu-
ros , and Nokia said there 
will be no extra fee for mu-
sic on top of the phone price 
like on other markets.

In developed markets it 
has sold the same models 
with and without music -- 
with the music downloading 
service price seen at 50-100 
euros.

Nokia announced that 
the China service will break 
with its previous versions of 
its Comes with Music ser-
vices by not including DRM 
software, which limits shar-
ing of songs between differ-
ent devices.

That will allow consum-
ers to freely share music 
between any device, unlike 
other markets where the ser-
vice limits usage to just one 
phone and one computer.

“It’s unique for China 
where piracy has had a 
stronghold,” said Nokia 
spokesman Doug Dawson.

Nokia set to boost 
download service

GLOBe, a premier 
telecommunications 
services provider in 

the Philippines, will roll out 
more activities and launch 
new projects this year 
geared towards developing 
entrepreneurship among 
Filipinos. 

Through its corporate so-
cial responsibility arm Globe 
Bridging Communities 
(Globe BridgeCom), Globe 
will introduce trainings on 
product development and 
design, and establish a fo-
rum on entrepreneurship for 
select youth leaders utilizing 
information and communi-
cations technology (ICT). 
This year, Globe BridgeCom 
will also offer grants, train-
ings and opportunities for 
market linkages to chosen  
community enterprises. 

“The community leader-
ship and entrepreneurship 
program of Globe started 

as a livelihood training pro-
gram that aims to promote 
entrepreneurship as a tool 
for economic self-sufficien-
cy. Through the years, it 
continues to evolve to meet 
the various needs of Fili-
pino micro-entrepreneurs 
and this year they can ex-
pect more initiatives from 
us as we carry out Globe’s 
mission to transform and 
enrich lives,” said Jeffrey 
O. Tarayao, head of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility at 
Globe.

Globe BridgeCom cre-
ated its enterprise Develop-
ment Program to address 
the strong need of commu-
nities for alternative sources 
of income. As of end 2009, 
this program has benefited 
more than 32,000 Filipino 
leaders and micro-entrepre-
neurs from thousands of ba-
rangays all over the country.

Globe provides liveli-

hood trainings that equip 
micro-entrepreneurs with 
skills on marketing, opera-
tions and financial manage-
ment, as well as help them 
create viable new products 
and services with the use of 
ICT.

From offering livelihood 
trainings, the enterprise De-
velopment Program of Globe 
has grown to accommodate 
new projects and reach more 
Filipinos in the provinces. It 
launched Globe entrepre-
neurship Fairs in 12 provinces 
to provide a venue for training 
participants to showcase their 
products to a larger audience. 
These fairs also allowed them 
to learn from successful local 
entrepreneurs, share their ex-
periences and learn from one 
another, and encourage their 
entrepreneurial interests.

Globe entrepreneur-
ship Fairs have been held in 
Palayan City, Nueva ecija, 

General Santos City, Baguio 
City, Iloilo City, Lipa City 
in Batangas, Metro Manila, 
Negros Occidental, Isabela, 
La Union, Bicol and Quezon. 
Participants learn how to 
integrate ICT in their liveli-
hood, and Globe services 
that would be useful to en-
trepreneurs are also showed 
during the Magnegosyo 
Kasama ang Globe panel 
discussion. These include 
GCash, Autoload Max and 
other communication tools 
that enable businesses of-
fered by Globe Business.

Last year, Globe also 
broadened its enterprise 
Development Program as 
it introduced the Globe 
BridgeCom Livelihood 
Grants. This project will 
help sustain and expand 
community enterprises as 
Globe provides them the 
needed support to attain 
their economic goals.

Globe expands entrep
programs through iCt

APPLe’S iPad tablet 
computer hasn’t 
been out a week 

yet but there are already 
over 830 video games that 
have been developed to 
suit the large format, high 
definition, multi-touch 
screen.

That number doesn’t 
even include the nearly 
25,000 iPod Touch and 
iPhone games that will also 
play on Apple’s latest gad-
get which is a mix between 
a smartphone and a laptop 
but also clearly aims to ca-
ter for the growing num-
bers of gamers.

“The iPad is the fourth 
step in the gaming evo-

lution,” said Gonzague 
de Vallois, senior vice 
president of publishing at 
Gameloft.

“The first being the mi-
crocomputer, the second 
being the game console 
and the third being smart-
phones. each of these plat-
forms revolutionized gam-
ing in its own way.”

Apple has already sold 
over 500,000 iPads and 
Morgan Stanley analyst 
Katy huberty forecasts the 
tech giant will ship 8 to 
10 million iPads this year 
worldwide.

“Can the iPad sell 5 mil-
lion devices in the first year 
without games and apps? 

Probably,” said Kevin A. 
Wood, vice president and 
senior analyst of Technol-
ogy Market Insights at 
research firm Infogroup/
ORC.

“however, Apple’s abil-
ity to re-define this space of 
the computing world will 
be dependent on its ability 
to sustain excitement. Apps 
and games redefined what 
a smartphone was and 
what it could be used for, 
and we suspect that will be 
the same situation for the 
iPad.”

Peter Farago, vice pres-
ident of marketing for re-
search firm Flurry, said just 
over a third of the 2,300 

plus apps currently avail-
able for iPad on iTunes.
com are games, with en-
tertainment apps ranking 
a distant second with 14 
percent.

Gaming on the go
he believes that games 

percentage will rise as 
Apple sells more hardware 
and attracts more game 
makers.

“I think people are go-
ing to be blown away by 
iPad when they actually 
have the opportunity to 
interact with it,” said Neil 
Young, founder and CeO 
of the largest iPhone/iPod 
Touch/iPad game devel-
oper, ngmoco.

“When you play games 
on the large format, multi-
touch fields using two 
hands it’s much more ‘Mi-
nority Report’ than even 
the iPhone is.”

With seven iPad games 
available at launch, ngmo-
co is taking advantage of 
the multi-touch screen by 
allowing players of games 
like “Godfinger” and “We 
Rule” to multitask by lit-
erally sliding small game 
windows aside so they can 
focus on the bigger play-
ing field and then read 
the story progression or 
check out friends’ castles 
in between.

Johnny Coghlan, head 
of publishing for Chill-
ingo, which has 14 iPad 
games available, said the 
Wi-Fi and 3G capabilities 
allows for all of its games, 
including “Super Shock 
Football hD” and puzzle 
game “Quantz hD,” to in-
corporate Crystal integra-
tion. This is the company’s 
social gaming network that 
enables players to compete 
against one another and 
tout high scores.

With its large screen, 

Apple’s iPad takes video gaming seriously

SCREENSHOT. An iPad screenshot of the racing game “Need for Speed SHIFT”. 
Apple’s iPad hasn’t been out a week yet but there are already over 830 video 
games that have been developed to suit the large format, high definition, multi-
touch screen.

game makers can offer 
multiplayer options on a 
single iPad.

Firemint’s “Flight Con-
trol hD” offers split-screen 
competitive and coopera-
tive gameplay for two play-
ers to successfully land a 
never-ending stream of 
planes.

Gameloft’s virtual card 
game “Uno” allows up 
to four friends to gather 
around an iPad and play.

There are hundreds 
of free iPad games, while 
other games range in price 
from $5 to $13. Games 
range from eA Mobile’s 
ubiquitous “Tetris” to 
SGN’s third-person shooter 
“eXO-Planet.”

Some publishers offer 
lower-priced iPod Touch/
iPhone ports as well as 
slightly more expensive 
iPad versions that take ad-
vantage of the new func-
tionality.

“By taking an existing 
iPhone game and modify-

ing it for iPad we believe 
that it will not only bring a 
new experience to an exist-
ing title, but basically cre-
ate a new game,” said de 
Vallois.

For example, Gameloft’s 
iPad shooter “N.O.V.A Near 
Orbit Vanguard Alliance” 
allows players to use two 
fingers to curve a grenade 
toss and offers multi-tar-
geting capabilities with a 
hand-drawn grid that elim-
inates all enemies on the 
screen with a rocket. The 
game originated on iPhone 
and iPod Touch.

“I think Apple learned 
their lesson about the im-
portance of gaming from 
the iPhone and the iPod 
Touch,” said Young. “It 
was really that first holi-
day season for the iPod 
Touch where Apple recog-
nized and realized gaming 
was such a huge part of 
the business and the iPod 
Touch had found its home 
as a game machine.”
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HEALTH

A winning 
smile

YOuTH TRENDS

FOOD

SUMMER is most 
everybody’s favor-
ite season as it is 
characterized by 

some really hot things: 
the sun, the sand, the 
sea, large white sun glass-
es, uber-sexy bikinis, 
funky board shorts, su-
per colorful ensembles,, 
a golden tan, a sizzling 
summer fling, and excit-
ing events! Naturally, the 

hottest club around town 
was the first to celebrate 
the official start of sum-
mer as Metro Lounge 
held Caliente last March 
27, 2010. 
 Just like its namesake, the 
party was hot, Hot, HOT as 
it seemed to take on a life of 
its own with a carefree vibe, 
and gorgeous music as only 
Metro Lounge can deliver. The 
party’s attendees all received 

huge glasses of margarita as 
they started partying to the 
hot beats served up by one of 
the city’s most beloved spin-
ners: DJ Yancy. Although DJ 

Torch was not around at the 
party, DJ Yancy seemed to 
be the perfect replacement as 
he played hot bangin’ tunes 
that were coupled with cool 
videos that were shown in 
television screens inside the 

Metro Lounge and on one 
wall in the exterior of the 
club. Partyphiles surrendered 
to the call of the dance floor 
as DJ Yancy dished out hits 

that seemed to get more and 
more danceable and upbeat, 
providing a perfect climax to 
his gorgeously hot party. To up 
the summer ante even more, 
hot fire dancers danced to 
summer tunes as they enter-
tained the cheering crowd.The 
party was typical of a summer 
party: hot, exciting, fun, and 
carefree; plus some amount of 
drama ended the night (more 
on that next week). All things 
considered, this was definitely 
the party to start all the other 
parties for summer 2010. 
 For comments, suggestions, 
and more confessions from this 
partyphile, log on to http://
party.i.ph or add us up on Face-
book. Search for “Confessions of 
a Partyphile”
 Tune in to Confessions of a 
Partyphile, the radio show, on 
105.9 Mix FM every Wednesday 
evenings, from 6 to 9 PM.

The Davao City Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. 
(DCCCII), through its Health Service unit (HSu), is initiating 
a series of lectures on marital and fertility issues at Emcor 
Bajada on Wednesday, April 14.
 Engr. Robert C. Quinto will speak on marital matters while 
Dr. Maria Lourdes Cabling will handle fertility issues. The 
lectures will be held from 8:30 AM to 12:00 NN. 
 The DCCCII’s HSu is promoting the well-being of employ-
ees in the areas of maternal and child health, reproductive 
health, responsible parenthood and HIV-AIDS prevention.
 Registration fee for these lectures is pegged at PhP 150 
for DCCCII members and PhP 200 for non-members. DCCCII 
believes that maintaining a healthy workforce and work-
place redounds to the achievement of global competitive-
ness, an increase in productivity among employees and the 
promotion of a healthier work-life balance, thereby influ-
encing healthy business.

Lectures set on marital, 
fertility issues at Emcor

uP AND ABOuT

STARTING today until April 
21, get great foodie finds at 
great discounts at Chimes! 
Buy one order of Lomi or Bi-
hon Guisado and get anoth-
er one absolutely free. Get 
50% off on all pasta dishes 
at the Gourmet Deli or get 
a-la-carte freebies overtime 
you dine at Tong Yang.
 Want more? Cool down 
from the Summer heat as 
Figaro Chimes takes 50% off 
on Figaro Dalandan Frost, 
Mango Frost and Strawber-
ry Frost drinks.
 So bring the barkada and make your way to Chimes and 
enjoy affordable food finds from April 12 to 21. 

Summeriffic treats at Chimes
NEW lunch set menus are of-
fered at Polo Bistro Pool Lounge 
every day this week as MOST 
Institute’s student chefs take 
charge of the kitchen from 13 to 
16 April 2010.
 On Tuesday, 13 April, feast on 
French onion soup with cheese 
wantons, lamb osso buco with 
potato pancakes, and ginger 
crème brulee. 
 On Thursday, 15 April, savor 
grilled salmon, shrimp wanton 
and mushroom risotto along 
with shrimp bisque and lemon 
cheesecake. These are but two 
of the lovely lunch sets offered 
this week.
 Priced at Php 500 net per per-
son only, these lunch specials 
are the handiwork of gifted stu-
dent chefs from the Metropoli-

tan Occupational Science and 
Technology (MOST) Institute.
 MOST Institute has launched 
the culinary careers of over 1,500 
graduates who now work in the 
international hotel and restau-
rant industry. MOST prides itself 

in its excellent team of industry 
professionals and innovative, 
field-tested curriculum. 
 Established in Davao in 2004, 
MOST Institute school offers cer-
tificate courses in culinary arts, 
including Asian and halal cuisine 

as well as lifestyle short courses 
in traditional and fusion cuisine, 
holiday dishes, including pasta, 
and desserts. 
 MOST Institute is one of the 
partners of Marco Polo Davao in 
the “Culinary School Showcase 
at Polo Bistro.” Other partners 
are the Center for Asian Culinary 
Studies (CACS) and the Institute 
of International Culinary and 
Hospitality Entrepreneurship (I-
Chef).
 “We invite you to find out 
why MOST Institute is one of the 
leading schools of culinary arts 
in Davao,” says Nigel Fisher, Mar-
co Polo Davao general manager.
 For inquiries and lunch res-
ervations, call Polo Bistro Pool 
Lounge at (082) 221.0888 local 
7955. 

Culinary school showcase at Marco Polo Davao
Hotel partners with MOST Institute for this week’s lunches

Noche caliente!
HOT poi dancers entertain the crowd.

YOUNG partyphiles Elgin Dalumpines, Mutya ng Davao 2010 First runner-Up Samantha 
De Leon, and Chat Elizagaque.

JOSOL Matalam and Enzo Lopez.

pArTYpHiLES from ABS-CBN take some time off to start summer with a bang.

pArTYpHiLES chill out during the hot summer party.
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EDGE RECOMMENDS

Beach 
worship

HYDRATED AND HEALTHY SKIN. Protect and nourish your 
skin from the sun. 
24-Hour Hydrating Face Moisturiser and 14-Hour Hydrating Body Moisturiser by 
Skin Doctors. rose Floral Water, Black Sesame Soap Stone and White Jasmine rice 
Soap Stone by Mt. Sapola all from Chimes Specialty Store.

BRONZED AND PRO-
TECTED.  Get that golden 
glow that is sure to turn 
heads all Summer long.
Guerlain Terracotta Bronzing Brush, 
Guerlain Terracotta Cocoa Love Lip 
Balm, Guerlain Terracotta rose 
Venus Lip Balm, Guerlain  Terra-
cotta Caramel Lip Balm, Shiseido 
Ultimate Sun protection Lotion SpF 
50 for Face and Body all at Chimes 
Specialty Store.

SuMMeR SCenTS.
Summer is all about 
happenings under the 
sun and the rich col-
ors that you find. Blend 
into the richness of 
Summer while stand-
ing out with these 
unique sweet scents 
that are guaranteed to 
make a statement on 
and off the beach.
Eclat `D Arpege Eau de Toilette, 
Estee Lauder Beyond paradise 
Eau de Toilette, ralph Lauren 
rocks Eau de Toilette, ralph 
Lauren Hot Eau de Toilette all at 
Chimes Specialty Store.

Induge ! gets you ready for everything the beach 
will throw at you and more with these  under-the-
sun essentials.

FOR DELIVERY,
PLEASE CALL:

DIMSUM DINER BRANCHES
DAVAO
Ilustre 
Torres
Bajada
Guerrero

222-0976
224-5555
224-0024
224-4972

GENSAN
East Royal Asia Hotel 552-2222

CAGAYAN DE ORO
SM City CDO 829-2860

Gaisano Mall
Damosa
Quirino

300-1280
235-1111
224-2222

Telephone numbers:  (082) 303-2777
Celphone numbers:  0905-4036777
                                      0929-8458777
                                      0932-3682777
email add: partyfanatics@gmail.com
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EVERYONE de-
sires a winning 
smile!  Everyone 
also loves to see 

beautiful smiles everyday!  
Our teeth play a vital role 
in having a winning smile.  
Whether we like it or not, 
good teeth help in making 
our smile perfect!  Having 
good teeth makes you con-
fident to face and talk to 
people.  You use your teeth 
to talk, chew, and smile. 
But here are some other 
“teeth facts” you probably 
didn’t know about your 
pearly whites.
 No. 1: Sour can be 
just as bad as sweet.
 Sugar isn’t the only den-
tal villain that undermines 
healthy teeth. Acidic, low-
pH foods -- sour candy, 
soft drinks, fruit juices 
-- soften teeth. The result: 
enamel erosion and di-
minished tooth size.  Cit-
ric acid is the worst acid 
for your teeth.  Dentists’ 
worst nightmare: ultra-
sour, ultra-sticky, ultra-
sugary kids’ candies.  Even 
sour gummy vitamins can 
be culprits.
 These sour candies, 
when tested, have a re-
ally low pH, nearing bat-
tery acid. It’s like an ice 
cube that’s been left on 
the counter and melts the 
tooth.  To make matters 
worse, children’s tooth 
enamel isn’t mature until 
a decade after their teeth 
erupt.   Because it’s softer, 
it’s more susceptible to the 
acid.  Adults aren’t off the 
hook: Low pH fare also 
sugar-free soft drinks.
 If you’re going to con-
sume highly acidic foods, do 
it during mealtime to mini-
mize the effects by consum-
ing them along with other 

foods. Better yet, chew 
xylitol-containing gum, 
such as Trident, or Orbit.  
Xylitol fakes out bacteria 
and may even help prevent 
cavities. Gums containing 
Recaldent, such as Trident, 
will help teeth remineralize 
and resist tooth decay. Fi-
nally, brushing periodically 
with baking soda has been 
shown to neutralize acids 
in the mouth, which re-
duces the amount of acid-
loving bacteria that cause 
cavities.
 No. 2: Enamel is the 
hardest substance in 
the body, but it can 
break easily.
 Ice, popcorn, and 
tongue and lip piercings 
can chip teeth.  And unlike 
skin, teeth can’t re-grow.  
Dentists detest ice and 
popcorn. Eating a popcorn 
kernel is like eating “stone 
and ice is brittle. Be espe-
cially careful if your mouth 
is full of fillings. Don’t 
chomp away if your teeth 
aren’t as strong as they 
used to be.
 Dentists also “hate” 
piercings of the tongue 
and lip. The metal jewelry 
harbors bacteria -- and 
can chip teeth. A metal 
barbell-like tongue ring is 
especially bad.  Every time 
you talk, it hits your teeth.
 A 2007 review study 
published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Dentistry 
showed that 14% to 41% 
of people with oral pierc-
ings suffered from tooth 
fractures and wear. They 

noted that piercing in the 
mouth may cause “signifi-
cant oral deformities” and 
“may lead to tooth loss.”
 No. 3. You can be 
missing teeth at any 
age.
 Although many peo-
ple get a tooth, or all 32, 
pulled, some folks are 
born missing choppers. 
The most common miss-
ing ones are the wisdom 
teeth. The second most 
common is the lateral inci-
sor, which is located next 
to the big front tooth. 
People can inherit miss-
ing teeth.  Still, the most 
frequent causes of tooth 
loss are gum disease and 
cavities.
 No. 4: Too much fluo-
ride can be bad for your 
teeth.
 We know that fluoride 
is important for healthy 
teeth. But kids who ingest 
excessive amounts of this 
substance when they’re 
8 or younger, when their 
permanent teeth are de-
veloping under the gums, 
can develop a condition 
known as fluorosis. Typi-
cally, fluorisis starts out 
causing white spots, but 
they can become brown. 
Unfortunately, fluori-
sis stains are “intrinsic,” 
which means the dentist 
cannot simply polish off a 
surface stain.
 Excessive fluoride 
causes teeth to become 
porous. The problem oc-
curs when children ingest 
extra fluoride, typically 

by swallowing too much 
toothpaste. Unlike water, 
toothpaste “is meant to 
work only topically. To 
make sure children don’t 
swallow toothpaste, su-
pervise them while they’re 
brushing. Tell them to 
squeeze out only a pea-
size amount of paste so 
that they won’t accidental-
ly swallow too much. Most 
cases of fluorosis involve 
children who used more 
than recommended thus 
kids can stick to fluoride-
free paste until they un-
derstand that they need to 
spit it out, not swallow it.
 No. 5: Braces can 
cause cavities.
 Brush well if you want 
your straightened teeth to 
be healthy teeth. Other-
wise, food, bacteria, and 
acid stuck around braces 
can “slough the enamel 
away.”
 The result can look bad.  
“You actually start form-
ing cavities around the 
brackets of the braces. 
Even if the decay doesn’t 
fully develop into a cavity, 
it can cause “demineral-
ization.” The results are 
light spots on the teeth. 
(As cavities progress, they 
then get darker.)
 Also, the tongue is na-
ture’s toothbrush. When 
people get braces, they 
tend to stop rubbing their 
tongue against their teeth 
because it’s not comfort-
able to hit metal.  You’re 
not tongue brushing any-
more. The result can be a 
build-up of “gunk.”
 So, take good care of 
those pearly whites!  And 
go ahead and smile smile 
smile! You’ll definitely 
brighten up the day! Flash 
that winning smile!

A winning smile
HEALTH

hAVING LUNCh,
ShARING COFFee
OR eXeRCISING

AT The GYM,
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STYLE

W
HETHER you’re 
heading for the 
beach, biking up 
the mountains, or 

simply enjoying a summer day 
in the city, boardshorts are the 
way to go.  Lightweight, du-
rable, and comfortable, board-
shorts these have become the 
attire of choice of both the 
sporty -think surfers, skaters, 
windsurfers, and kayakers - as 
well as the stylish set.
 At Surplus, boardshorts are 
the top summer story  - bloom-
ing in hibiscus prints, playing 
it cool in stripes, tie dyes and 
geometric prints. Worn with 

tank tops and racerback tees 
for ladies and muscle shirts for 
men’s  in the most vibrant of 
summer colors, these will make 
you stand out on the beach and 
beyond.
 SM Advantage Cardholders 
will also be getting a treat when 
they buy boardhorts and other  
summer stuff at Surplus.  Every 
P300 purchase from March 15 
to May 31, 2010 entitles them to 
buy a fun towel for only  P99.00.
 The boardshorts collection is 
available at the Surplus Shop at 
Mindanao’s premier shopping, 
dining and leisure destination-- 
SM City Davao.

Boardshorts
fun at Surplus

CrEATE a cool summer statement in this hibiscus printed boardshorts.

SKY blue hibiscus printed drawstring boardshorts on him and a light blue tank 
top worn with a reversible floral designed boardshorts on her.

ALL SMAC cardholders can avail of these fun towels for only p99.00 for every 
p300 purchase made at Surplus.  promotion will be from March 15 - May 31, 2010

GrEEN muscle shirt worn with a geo-
metric printed boardshorts is perfect 
this summer.

SUMMEr sizzles in this yellow tanktop 
worn with red hibiscus printed board-
shorts.
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BRANCH 14
Davao City

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
TO CANCEL THE DOUBLE
REGISTRATION OF BIRTH OF
JONH RYAN HIPE – DUBLIN, a.k.a.                         Sp. Proc. No. 10-682-10
MICHAEL VILLEGAS HIPE;

TO CAUSE THE CORRECTION IN THE
ENTRY OF HIS ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE
OF LIVE BIRTH, PARTICULARLY HIS MIDDLE
NAME, FROM VILLEGAS TO N/A OR BLANK;AND

TO CHANGE HIS FIRST NAME FROM MICHAEL
TO  JOHN RYAN.

ELIZABETH V. HIPE DUBLIN,
petitioner

-versus-

THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CIVIL
REGISTRAR OF DAVAO,
respondent.

X--------------------------------------------------x

ORDER OF HEARING

A verified petition dated FEBrUArY 24, 2010 has been filed by peti-
tioner ELiZABETH V. HipE-DUBLiN, assisted by his counsel ATTY. CiTADEL L. 
COSMiANO-TrANSMONTErO, praying to this Honorable Court that after due 
notice and hearing, judgment an Order be issued to the Office of the City Civil 
registrar of Davao City to cause the following:

The cancellation of the second registration of birth of MiCHAEL ViLLE-
GAS HipE a.k.a JOHN rYAN HipE a.k.a. JOHN rYAN HipE DUBLiN;

The correction of the entry of the middle name in the first certificate of 
birth of herein petitioner’s  son from ViLLEGAS TO BLANK or NOT AppLiCABLE; 
and 

The change of first name of petitioner’s son from MiCHAEL TO JOHN 
rYAN.

Finding the petition to be sufficient in form and substance, this Court 
hereby set the same for hearing on MAY 4, 2010 at 8:30 o’clock in the morn-
ing. Let this Order be published at the expense of the petitioner in a news-
paper of general circulation in the City of Davao, once a week for three (3) 
consecutive weeks.

All interested persons may appear before this C on or before the afore-
said date of hearing to show cause if any, why the petition should not be 
GrANTED.

Furnish a copy of this Order together with a copy of the petition 
To the City prosecutor’s Office, Davao City, the Office of the Solicitor  

General, Makati City, Atty. Citadel L. Cosminiano-Transmontero, public At-
torney’s Office-

Davao City, the Office of the Clerk of Court, rTC-Davao City, Elizabeth 
V. Hipe-Dublin-purok 5, Barangay Communal, Buhangin, Davao City and the 
Office of the Local Civil registrar of Davao City.

SO OrDErED.
Given on this 11th day of March, 2010 at Davao City, philippines.

                                                                                            SGD. GEORGE E. OMELIO
                                                                                                     presiding Judge

Copy furnished:
Atty. Citadel L. Cosminiano-Transmontero, public Attorney’s Office,Davao City
pros. Samuel T. Atencia, Davao City
The Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village, Makati 
City(With attached petition)
The Office of the Clerk of Court,rTC-Davao City
Elizabeth V. Hipe-Dublin-purok 5, Barangay Communal, Buhangin,Davao City
The Office of the Local Civil registrar, Davao City
(Edge-April 5,12,19)

GAmeS

HouSe and LoT 
FoR SaLe

#9 Milkyway St., GSIS 
Village, Matina, Davao City. 

3 bedrooms, 2 parking 
garages, 299 sq.m. 

Contact 0922-552-4198

SPoRTS  SHoRTS
henry Renzar Asilum and 

Joshua Aguilon of holy Child 
School of Davao were selected 
by the Far eastern University 
Junior Team.

Coach horacio Lim of-
fered the two Dabawenyos 
a full scholarship, board and 
lodging, apparels, and airfare 
tickets to Manila. Their parents 
were also offered plane tickets 
to visit the two young players if 
they wish to visit them.

“This is a good develop-
ment for our two players,” said 
Davao coach Rael Diaz who 
acted as coordinator.

he said the FeU coach will 
also be going to Gen. Santos 
City to scout for more talented 
players.

* * *
The Milo First Touch Foot-

ball clinics start on April 12 to 
24 at separate venues, accord-
ing to Davao Football Asso-
ciation secretary-general erwin 
Protacio.

The venues are Catalunan 
Grande elementary School 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. and look for coach Jes-
sie Gravino (09067198107); 
Mintal elementary School c/o 
coach Danny Boy Fernandez 
(09175036918), Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 
the Tionko field from 3:30 to 
5:30 p.m. c/o coach Keith Can-
ton (09104536404), and Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday at 
the UP Mindanao field from 7 
to 9 a.m. c/o coach erwin 

(09174345114).
The lessons are open to all 

ages, boys and girls, who are 
either beginners or not. “Just 
contact the coaches for the ar-
rangements,” said Protacio.

After the sessions, the clos-
ing ceremony is on April 24 
and participants will see action 
in the 5 to 7 A-Side games.

* * *
The Ateneo Lady Knights 

topped the 6th Acosta Wom-
en’s Football Open, recently.

Kim Maligad delivered 
the winning goal in the final 
against Philippine Women’s 
College, 1-0.

Medvil Black came in 
third and holy Child School of 
Davao landed in fourth place.

Trophies and medals were 
awarded by lawyer Janice Ce-
lestial, who represented Coun-
cilor Mabel Sunga-Acosta, at 
the closing ceremony of the 
tournament supported by 
Mayor Rodrigo R. Duterte, City 
Sports Development Division, 
RDL Pharmaceutical Lab Inc., 
Jollibee JTC Davao, and MY 
hotel.

* * *
The Philippine Taekwondo 

Association-Regional Manage-
ment Committee 11 is holding 
clinics at different venues.

Classes are conducted at 
the JT Center (09232172646), 
Beefit Center, Pingoy Cen-
ter, Twin Panabo Center 
(09225848857), Davao del Sur 
Center (09236789478), Vil-
la Margarita Center (082-
2215674), or at the Regional 
Central gym handled by mas-
ter hyoung Joo Kim (082-
2210400, 09089560587).

Other venues are the Choi 
Sing Temple (082-3015006), 
holiday Spa (082-2223041), 
Rising Dragon (082-
3034149), Fitness Zone (082-
3034469), Kids Playroom 
(082-2990069), St. Paul 
Pasig-Davao (082-3017093).

SPortS lEadEr. Davao sportsman and former 
Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) chairman Butch 
Ramirez, sporting jersey number 32 of the Hugpong 
sa Tawong Lungsod, gets a big lift from political 
kingpin and long-time friend, outgoing Mayor Rody 
Duterte. Ramirez vows to bring his vast experience 
as the longest-serving national sports official and 
Ateneo de Davao University management professor 
if elected city councilor. [dSa Photo]

RAJAWALI FC pro-
tected a one-point 
lead over the Ateneo 

and Columbia Computer 
Clubs in the Davao Foot-
ball Asssociation 2nd Divi-
sion Tournament held over 
the weekend at the Tionko 
field near Agro College.

The Indonesian squad 
posted seven points while 
Ateneo and Columbia were 
locked jn second place with 
six points each. Phoenix 
and hooligans Jr. followed 

in third with three points 
apiece and Waterworld is 
drowning at the bottom 
of the standings with one 
point in group A.

The Ateneans secured 
their second win with a 3-1 
victory over Phoenix while 
Rajawali drew with Water-
world, 1-1, and Columbia FC 
blanked hooligans Jr., 1-0.

Tadeco leads group B 
with six points while Team 
International, Lumad Nue-
vo and PNP Region 11 fol-

lowed in second with four 
points each. City high Co-
lumbia Computer FC and 
AFC-Oi Roger trailed in 
third with two points each.

Tadeco maintained its 
lead despite a 0-1 setback 
to PNP while City high Co-
lumbia settled for a draw 
with Team International, 
2-2 and AFC-Oi Roger lost 
the opportunity to win af-
ter finishing with another 
draw, this time, against Lu-
mad Nuevo, 1-1.

The hooligans enjoy a 
comfortable lead in the 1st 
Division with 12 points, six 
points ahead of Medvil FC. 
KMMPC has four points and 
Seagull/Porky’s Lechon 
sports one point. Columbia 
and Team Davraa remain 
cellar dwellers with zero.

The tournament is or-
ganized by the Davao Foot-
ball Association and sanc-
tioned by the Philippine 
Football Federation.  [MO-
SES P. BILLACURA]

Rajawali, Tadeco booters lead

JAMeS Yap received 
47,156 votes to lead 
nine other players 

picked by fans to start for 
the North and South teams 
in the PBA All-Star Game 
scheduled from April 23-25 
in Puerto Princesa.

With the tremendous 
support he got from his 
fan base, the 2005-06 most 
valuable player earned his 
sixth start for the South 
All-Stars dating back to 
his rookie season.

The soft-spoken Yap, 
better known for being 
the husband of popular TV 
host Kris Aquino, was not 
in the roster of the South 
team last year because he 
was a member of the Pow-
erAde Philippine Team 
that played against the 
South and North Teams 
in the 2009 edition of the 
league’s annual classic.

Joining Yap in the 
backcourt will be Cyrus 
Baguio, who also earned a 
starting spot with 26,238 
votes. The South’s start-
ing frontline is composed 
of Kelly Williams (33,136 
votes), erik Menk (29,106) 
and Asi Taulava (26,942).

Interestingly, Derby 
Ace and Barangay Ginebra 
each has four players in the 
starting lineups.

Mark Pingris got the 
most number of votes after 
Yap with 35,480 to banner 
the North Team.

With Pingris in the 
frontline are Derby Ace 
teammate Kerby Ray-
mundo (32,032 votes) 
and Ginebra’s JC Intal 
(28,530) while Jayjay 
helterbrand (29,752) and 
Paul Artadi (25,292) will 
be the starting guards for 
the North.

Yap heads starting casts 
of All-Star Game teams DABAWeNYA Chihiro 

Ikeda and Cebuana 
Irina Gabasa carded 

identical four-over par 76s 
as the Philippines fell 11 
strokes behind New Zea-
land with 152 at the start 
of the 32nd Queen Sirikit 
Cup at the hamilton Golf 
Club in New Zealand, April 
7.

Ikeda, the top ICTSI 
shotmaker, and Gabasa 
groped for form at the 
challenging layout and 
struggled on its sleek put-
ting surface, failing to steer 
Team RP to a respectable 
start in the 12-team com-
petition spread over 54 
holes.

Lovelynn Guioguio, 
who like Ikeda and Gabasa, 
had a three-over par card 
after 13 holes, dropped 
three more strokes in the 
last five holes for a 78 and 
didn’t count in the three-
to-play, two-to-count for-

mat event.
The Kiwis flashed their 

familiarity with the layout 
and assembled a three-
under 141 to post a one-
shot lead over defending 
three-time champion South 
Korea and Thailand, which 
both had 142s.

Australia had a 145 fol-
lowed by Singapore (147), 
Japan (149), China (150), 
Chinese Taipei (151) and 
the Philippines, whose 
campaign is sanctioned by 
the Women’s Golf Associa-
tion of the Phils. and spon-
sored by ICTSI, at ninth.

hong Kong pooled a 
153 while India and Ma-
laysia were at 159 and 160, 
respectively.

Zoe Brake, 18, fired 
a three under 69, while 
15-year-old Cecilia Cho 
matched par 72 for New 
Zealand’s 141 as 12-year-
old Lydia Ko failed to count 
with a 76.

dabawenya in Sirikit Cup
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GoLFeR   oF THe WeeK

Ramon Tam Jr.

RAMON Tam Jr. estab-
lished the South Ven-
tures Distributing Com-

pany 18 years ago in Davao 
ity to deliver various con-
sumer products to key cities 
and provinces of the region. 
he eventually set up Ryan’s 
Trucking Co.

he took up golf only in 
2000 when everything was 
already in place in the busi-
ness. 

“Business first, before 
pleasure,” he said.

So, when things started to 
go smoothly in business, Ra-
mon began to go with friends 
for a round of golf.

he took up golf lessons 
at the Golf Master’s Driving 
Range in Maa and played his 
first regular round at the Apo 
Golf and Country Club.

“Mahirap pero I did not 
stop tuning my game,” he 
said.

No wonder, when the Apo 
Club officials looked around 
for outstanding players for the 
PAL Interclub Golf Tourna-
ment, Tam was among those 
picked as a rookie.

“I was happy because they 
were able to acknowledge that 
I could play a good game,” he 
said.

Tam helped the Apo Club 
win the Sportswriter’s Division 
title in Bacolod.

“It was fun,” said Tam 
with a big smile.

The Businessmen, Law-
yers, Doctors Golfers (BUL-
DOG) group is just one of the 
groups he is a member of and 
they hold tournaments to 
raise funds that will be spent 

for community work.
“It is really good to be in-

volved in such activities,” he 
added.

All of his kids are mar-
ried and manage their own 

businesses, too, so Ramon has 
nothing to worry about these 
days except to keep improving 
on his game and getting more 
involved in civic actions.  
[MOSES P. BILLACURA]

barged into the Top Four 
of the 8th Araw ng Dabaw 
Fast Pitch Softball Tour-
nament at the UM Matina 
campus.

We are very fortunate 
that Tadeco of Panabo City 
and Tagum City, as well as 
teams from Digos, have not 
wavered in supporting am-
ateur softball development 
in Davao.

Despite the expenses 
they incurred all these 
years, their managers con-
tinued to support their 
players and bring them to 
Davao and compete with 
Davao City-based squads.

Maintaining their 
teams also means that 
softball players who just 
earned their college de-
grees can be absorbed and 
employed. We are happy 
to see that team managers 
were able to act as their 
patrons for them to land a 
good job while the playing 
season is off.

To the team managers 
and their bosses, thank you 
very much for your support 
to amateur softball devel-
opment and to the players.

* * *
Thanks to all sports as-

sociation leaders, athletes 
and coaches for participat-
ing in the Araw Sports Fes-
tival. Committee chairman 
Christopher “Bong” Go 
wishes that your best ath-
letes will continue to see 
action in upcoming tourna-
ments and that the leagues 
are able to hone their skills 
further.

* * *
Congratulations to es-

peridion Augustus O. De-
velos V, or Ogie, whom we 
now call “Attorney Ogie” 
for passing the bar exams. 
he is Mindanao Times 
sports editor Jon’s younger 
brother.

* * *
Our condolence to the 

family members of the late 
Dr.Rosa Santos-Munda 
who died on March 29 at 
the ripe age of 91---espe-
cially to classmate Carlos, 
whose faded jeans be-
came his trademark at the 
Ateneo de Davao campus 
in the 90’s. Who can forget 
that outfit, Caloy? Anyway, 
condolence amigo.

To ride a bike again
IT looks like there is still 

more work to be done 
for the bikers to enjoy 

the recent passage of the 
Bike Ordinance.

Councilor Leo Avila, 
the author of the ordi-
nance, said that funds will 
still be raised to create bike 
lanes and for narrow roads 
to be widened.

For years, Davao bik-
ers, especially the group of 
the Davao Pobre Bikers As-
sociation headed by 1991 
SeA Games gold medalist 
Dominic Carpio, have been 
waiting for the passage of 
the proposal designed to 
protect bikers and promote 
the use of bikes to save 
fuel.

But this is a very good 
development for bike lov-
ers and for those who 
would really want to save 
their hard-earned peso in 
these trying times.

Newsboys, in particu-
lar, movie film carriers, 
students, hundreds of 
them, will definitely be 
happy when this ordinance 
is fully implemented.

The biking days of old 
will soon be back and mo-
torcycle sales could de-
cline, who knows?

I’m excited to ride a 
bike again.

It will definitely bring 
back good memories.

* * *
The Davao City Wa-

ter District, Matina Boys, 
Tadeco and Tagum teams 


